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VERSION-I

1.

I.D.NUMBER---

SCSU SURVEY-JANUARY, 1996

As part of this study we are interested in some issues that affect people's lives-that is views of adult Minnesotans about
various issues involving Minnesota and the United States.
01.) All in all, do you think things in the United States are generally going in the right direction, or do you feel things
have gotten off on the_wrong track?
1. RIGHT DIRECTION

2. NEUTRAL-VOL

8. DON'T KNOW

9.REFUSED

3. WRONG TRACK

02.) Thank you. Now how about Minnesota Do you think things in Minnesota are generally going in the right
direction, or do you feel things have gotten off on the wrong track?
1. RIGHT DIRECTION

2. NEUTRAL-VOL

8. DON'T KNOW

9.REFUSED

3. WRONG TRACK

----------------------

>

03.) What do you think is the single most important problem facing Minnesota today? {PROBE FOR ONE SPECIFIC
RESPONSE]

ASK NEXT QUESTION-4

66. NO PROB FACING) 88. DON'T KNOW) 99. REFUSED

)

SKIP TO QUESTION-5

04.) [FOR THOSE WHO GAVE A RESPONSE IN QUESTION 3)- Which political party, if any, do you think can do
a better job of handling the problem you have just mentioned-the Republican Party or the Democratic Party?
1. REPUBLICAN

2. DEMOCRATIC

5.NEITHER

8. DON'T KNOW

3. OTHER-VOL _ _ _ _ _ _ __

4.SAME-VOL

9.REFUSED

05.) Now let's switch to two questions about professional sports in Minnesota.
Would you please tell me, on a scale of 0 to I 00, 0 being not important at all and I 00 being very important, how
important is each of the following professional sports to you, in terms of having them in Minnesota?
0 .) _ _ _ Hockey

888. DON'T KNOW

999. REFUSED-------

06.) _ _ _Basketball

888. DON'T KNOW

999. REFUSED---------

07.) _ _ _ Baseball

888. DON'T KNOW

999. REFUSED---------

08.) _ _ _ Football

888. DON'T KNOW

999. REFUSED---------

09.) A proposal is being discussed in which Minnesotans may be asked to vote on an advisory referendum regarding a
new outdoor baseball stadium for the Minnesota Twins. At this time firm cost figures are not available but the stadium
could cost at least $250 million dollars. At least half of this would have to come from some type of public financing.
If the advisory referendum were to be held today would you vote for building a new outdoor stadium for the Minnesota
Twins..Qr against it?
I.FOR

5. AGAINST

6. OTHER-- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Thank you. Now we would like you to respond to several questions related to civil rights.

8. DK

9. REF.- -

10.) In 1996, Californians will vote on an initiative called the California Civil Rights Initiative, which would prohibit
the state of California and its subdivisions from using race, color, sex, ethnicity, or national origin to discriminate
against and it would also prohibit preferential treatment to any individual or group. If a constitutional amendment
similar to this were presented to Minnesota voters, would you strongly support it, somewhat support it, somewhat
oppose it, or would you strongly oppose it?
I.STRONGLY SUPPORT

2. SOMEWHAT SUPP.

3. SOMEWHAT OPPOSE

4. STRONGLY OPPOSE

8. DON'T KNOW

9.REFUSED

11.) Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with the following statements:
Over the past 30 years, the civil rights movement has been mostly successful in achieving its goals.
1. STRONGLY AGREE

2. SOMEWHAT AGREE

3. SOMEWHAT DIS.

4. STRONG DIS.

8.DK

9.REF

12.) American~ have received employment opportunities because of affirmative action and not based on their
qualifications.
1. STRONGLY AGREE

2. SOMEWHAT AGREE

4. STRONG DIS.

8.DK

3. SOMEWHAT DIS.
9.REF

13.) African-Americans have received employment opportunities because of affrrmative action and not based on their
qualifications.
1. STRONGLY AGREE

2. SOMEWHAT AGREE

3. SOMEWHAT DIS.

4. STRONG DIS.

8.DK

9.REF

14.) What do you think the chances are these days that a white person won't get a job or a promotion while an equally
or less qualified minority or woman gets one instead. Is this very likely, somewhat likely, or not very likely to happen
these days?
1. VERY LIKELY

2. SOMEWHAT LIKELY

3. NOT VERY LIKELY

8.DK

9.REF.--

Thank you. Here's a few questions about the American system of justice.
15.) How have trials such as the O.J. Simpson case affected your view on the Criminal Justice System? Has it
(READ RESPONSES 1 AND 2):
_ _ 1. Shaken your faith in the Justice System
_ _2. Restored your faith in the Justice System
_ 3 . HAD NO EFFECT (VOLUNTEERED)

8. DON'T KNOW

9.REFUSED

16.) Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with the following statement---All
people accused of a crime are innocent until proven guilty?
1. STRONGLY AGREE

2. SOMEWHAT AGREE

3. SOMEWHAT DIS.

4. STRONG DIS.

8.DK

9.REF

17.)Which of the following do you think is worse? Is it worse to convict an innocent person or to let a guilty person go
free?
1. CONVICT AN INNOCENT

2. LET GUILITY GO FREE

8. DON'T KNOW/OTH 9. REF.---

18.) If you were a juror on a criminal trial, would you be more willing to believe the testimony of a police officer than
that of another witness who is not a police officer (READ RESPONSES I AND 2):
_ _ 1. Yes, more willing to believe a police officer

_ _2. No, more willing to believe a person who is not a police officer
_ _3. DEPENDS ON SITUATION

8. DON'T KNOW

9.REF

Here's a question about speed limits on Minnesota highways. Presently the speed limit on Minnesota interstate
highways in outstate areas is 65 miles per hour and in metropolitan areas it is 55 miles per hour. What do you think the
limit should be for /GET A WHOLE THREE DIGIT NUMBER OR PUT IN 666 OR OTHER CODES]:

19.)._ __

interstate highways in rural areas such as Interstate 94

666. DON'T DRIVE

777. OTHER

888. DON'T KNOW 998. DEPENDS ON CONDITIONS

999. REF.

20.) _ _ _ interstate highways in metropolitan areas such at Interstate 694 or 494

666. DON'T DRIVE
21.) _ __

777. OTHER

888. DON'T KNOW 998. DEPENDS ON CONDITIONS

999. REF.

all other highways that are not interstates such as U.S. 10 or 169

666. DON'T DRIVE

777. OTHER

888. DON'T KNOW 998. DEPENDS ON CONDITIONS

999. REF.

Here's a different topic. The State of Minnesota is anticipated to have an approximately $800 million dollar revenue
surplus over the next two years. State legislators are presently discussing proposals as to what should be done with these
funds. I'm going to list several of these proposals. Please tell me if you strongly favor, favor, oppose or strongly oppose
allocating these funds for: /REPEAT CHOICES AS NECESSARY-CIRCLE APPROPRIATE CATEGORY]
STRONG
FAVOR

FAVOR

OPPOSE

STRONG DK
OPPOSE

REF

22.) Increasing the state's budget
reserve which is now about
$300 million to a higher amount----------- 1

2

3

2~ Increasing state government aid
to counties and c i t i e s , - - - - - - - 1

2

3

4

8

24.) Increasing aid to kindergarten through
twelfth grade public education---- 1

2

3

4

8

25.) Reducing homeowner's property
taxes - - - - - - - - - - - - 1

2

3

4

8

9----

26.) Increasing aid to public higher
education institutions------- 1

2

3

4

8

9·----

4

8

Thank you. Now we are interested in your opinions about some aspects of the U.S. Congress.

9-----

9----

27.) If the election for the US.Congress were being held today and you could choose between a Democrat, a
Republican and a candidate who belonged to neither political party-do you think you would vote for the Democrat
candidate for Congress in your district, the Republican candidate, or the candidate who belonged to neither party?

1.

DEM.

2. REP.IJBLICAN

3. NEITHER PARTY

4. OTHER-_ __

8. DK

9. REF.-

28.) Do you approve or disapprove of the way the U.S. Congress is handling its job?
1. APPROVE

5. DISAPPROVE

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSED,__ _ _ _ __

29.) Have most members of the US. Congress done a good enough job to deserve reelection, or is it time to give new
people a chance?
1. DESERVE REELECTION

5. NEW PERSON

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSED--

30.) Are most members of the US.Congress more interested in serving the people they represent, or more interested in
serving special interests?
1. SERVING THE PEOPLE

5. SERVING SPEC. INTERESTS

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSED----

31.) Do you approve or disapprove of the way the representative in the US.Congress from your district is handling his
job.
5. DISAPPROVE

I.APPROVE

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSED--

32.) Has the U.S. Congressional representative from your district done a good enough job to deserve reelection, or it is
time to give a new person a chance?
1. DESERVE REELECTION

5. NEW PERSON

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSED--

33.) Is the Congressional representative from your district more interested in serving the people he represents, or more
interested in serving special interests?
1. SERVING THE PEOPLE

5. SERVING SPECIAL INTERESTS

8. DON'T KNOW

9.REFUSED-

34.) Now could you please respond to some similar questions with respect to the Minnesota state legislature. Do you
approve or disapprove of the way the Minnesota State Legislature is handling its job.
1. APPROVE

5. DISAPPROVE

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSE,u - - - - - - -

35.) Have most members of the Minnesota State Legislature done a good enough job to deserve reelection, or it is time
to give new people a chance?
1. DESERVE REELECTION

5. NEW PERSON

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSED--

36.) Do you approve or disapprove of the way the representative in the Minnesota State Legislature from your district is
handling their job.
I.APPROVE

5. DISAPPROVE

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSED--

37.) Has the Minnesota State Legislature representative from your district done a good enough job to deserve
reelection, or it is time to give a new person a chance?
1. DESERVE REELECTION

5. NEW PERSON

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSED--

11

38.) Thank you. Looking ahead to next November's election in which all members of the Minnesota state house of
representatives will be elected, which of the following would you like to see happen--the Republicans gain control of
the state house, the Democrats maintain control of the house; or haven't you thought much about this issue
1. REPUB. CONTROL

2. DEM. CONTROL

4. HAVEN'T THOUGHT MUCH

3. DIVIDED-VOLUNTEERED

6. OTHER- _ __

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSED

Here's a different kind of question. Please think of a thermometer that has a range of Oto 100 degrees. I'd like you to rate your
feelings toward some of our political leaders and other people who are in the news. Ratings on the thermometer between 50
and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorable and warm toward the person. Ratings between O and 50 mean that you don't feel
too favorable toward the person. Ifwe come to a person whose name you don't recognize, you don't need to rate that person.
Just tell me and we'll move on to the next one. If you do recognize the name, but don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
the person, you would rate the person at the 50 degree mark.
RATING
CAN'T
DON'T
000 TO 100
JUDGE
KNOW
REFUSED
39.) Bill Clinton

777

888

999

40.) Rod Grams

777

888

999

41.) Paul Wellstone

777

888

999

42.) Hubert H. Humphrey III

777

888

999

43.) Robert Dole

777

888

999

44.) Rudy Boschwitz

777

888

999

45.) Amie Carlson

777

888

999

46.) George Latimer

777

888

999

47.) Joanne Benson

777

888

999

48.) Bert McKasy

777

888

999

49.) Colin Powell

777

888

999

50.) Hillary Clinton

777

888

99

51.) Newt Gingrich

777

888

999

52.) Do you usually consider yourself to be a Democrat, Republican or independent?-[/F DEMOCRAT OR
REPUBLICANJ-Would you say that you always vote Democrat/Republican) or do you sometimes vote for a person of
the other party? [IF INDEPENDENTJ-Although you are an independent, do you usually consider yourself to be
closer to the Democrats or the Republicans?
01. ALWAYS VOTES DEMOCRATIC

02. DEMOCRAT WHO SOMETIMES VOTES FOR OTHER PART~SKIP TO 55

I

03. INDEPENDENT CLOSER TO DEMOCRATS
04. INDEPENDENT CLOSER TO REPUBLICANS

05. REPUBLICAN WHO SOMETIMES VOTES FOR OTHER PAIi.TY) ASK NEXT QUESTION-SJ
06. ALWAYS VOTES REPUBLICAN
07. INDEPENDENT

)

SKIPT055

...__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___...t _:.___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,

•
,

53.) /FOR REPUBLICANS ONLY]- Up to now-how much attention have you personally been paying to the
November 1996 election for U.S. Senator from Minnesota in which Senator Paul Wellstone will be seeking reelection-have you been paying a great deal of attention, some attention, or no attention at all?
1. A GREAT DEAL OF ATTENTION

2. SOME ATTENTION

3. NO ATTENTION

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSED

54.) /FOR REPUBLICANS ONLY] -Next September there may be a Republican primary election for U.S. Senator. If
the primary was being held today and the candidates were Rudy Boschwitz or Bert McKasy or some other Republican,
for whom would you vote?
01. BOSCHWITZ

02. MCKASY

06. MONTE MORENO

04. JOHN HERMAN

03. H.M. DUPAUL

07. STEVEN YOUNG

66. OTHER-_ _ _ _ _ _ __

05. PHIL HERWIG

08. ROY TERWILLIGER

88. DK/WON'T VOTE

99. REF

55.) Do you think U .S. Senator Paul Wellstone deserves to be reelected or do you think someone new deserves a
chance?
1. DESERVES REELECTION

5. NEW PERSON

6.OTHER

8. DK

9. REF.--

56.) Thinking about your own general approach to politics, do you consider yourself to be very liberal, somewhat
liberal, moderate, somewhat conservative, or very conservative
1. VERY LIBERAL

2. SOMEWHAT LIBERAL

4. SOMEWHAT CONSERVATIVE
8. DON'T KNOW

3.MODERATE

5. VERY CONSERVATIVE

9. REFUSED

57.) The following questions are primarily for statistical analysis and to help us determine ifwe are getting a random
sample. You don't have to answer all the questions but it will help us if you do. ) What age group are you? Are yotL ..
/READ CATEGORIES-AS NECESSARY]
1. 18-24

3. 35-44

5. 55-65

_2. 25-34

4. 45-54

6. 65+

9.REFUSED

58.) Are you working now, temporarily laid off, unemployed, retired, a household manager, a student or what? /IF
MORE THAN ONE]: What do you consider yourself primarily?]
1. WORKING NOW-

)

ASK NEXT OUESTION-59

-------------2. LAID OFF
3. UNEMPLOYED
4.RETIRED
5.DISABLED
6. HOUSEHOLD MANAGER
7.STUDENT
9.REFUSED

-

SKIP TO OUESTION-60

59.) /IF WORKING:] What is your occupation, that is, what kind of work do you do for a living?
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 88. DON'T KNOW

99. REFUSED'-----·----

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _a.)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

II

60.) What was the last grade in school you completed?
1. LESS THAN 9

2.

5. 13-15 (SOME COLL)

6. 16-COLL GRAD

8. DON'T KNOW

9-11 YEARS

3.

12 YEARS

4.

POST HIGH-NO COLL

7. 16+-GRAD EDUCATION-------

9. REFUSED

61.) What...if any.. .is your religious preference? [IF DON'T KNOW/NO RESPONSEJ-Well are you closer to being
Catholic, Lutheran, Baptist, Presbyterian, or something else?
01. CATHOLIC

02. BAPTIST

04. PRESBYTERIAN

05. METHODIST

06. EPISCOPALIAN

07. OTHER CHRIS.(MORMON, JEH. WIT. ,ETC.)

08. JEWISH )

10. OTHER-[EXPLAINJ~-------->

09. NONE)

03. LUTHERAN

)ASK NEXT

OUES.-62

-----------------

SKIP TO OUES-63

88. DON'T KNOW 99. REFUSED
62.) Would you call yourself a born again Christian, that is, have you personally had a conversion experience related to
Jesus Christ?
1. YES-BORN AGAIN

6. OTH-

5. NOT BORN AGAIN

8.DK

9.REF.

63.) Would you please tell me the range which best represents the total income, before taxes, of all immediate family
living in your household? {READ LIST UNTIL STOPPED IF NECESSARY
_ 01. under $10,000

05. $25-30 thousand

02. $10-15 thousand

06. $30-40 thousand

03. $15-20 thousand

_ 07. $40-$50 thousand

04. $20-$25 thousand

_08 . $50-$100,000 thousand
_09. $100,000+

88. DON'T KNOW

99. REFUSED

You have been very helpful. If you are interested in the results of this study you may contact Dr. Steve Frank at Saint
Cloud State University in about two months. We can send you a summary of the results if you give me a name and
address. Good-By
64.) OBTAIN FROM CONTACT SHEET-RESPONDENT SEX 1. MALE

5. FEMALt--------

65.)[CODERS-COMPLETE COUNTY CODE HERE-LAST THREE DIGITS OF C O D E ] - - - - - INTERVIEWER-CHECK OVER INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR COMPLETENESS, ACCURACY, AND
LEGIBILITY. PLEASE DESCRIBE ON THE BACK AND BRING TO A DIRECTOR'S ATTENTION ANY
PROBLEMS WITH THE INTERVIEW, SUCH AS DIFFICULT QUESTIONS, CODING PROBLEMS, ETC.
INSERT CONTACT SHEET FOR THIS SCHEDULE INSIDE THE SCHEDULE

IF RESPONDANT WANTS RESULTS

NAME [IF GIVEN.,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
STREET OR RURAL ROUTE-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
CITYAND ZIP CODE-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

(7)

-

-

SUMMARY OF MEIBODOLOGY FOR THE WINTER 1995/96 SAINT CLOUD STATE
UNIVERSITY SURVEY
FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STATE SURVEYS
The SCSU Survey is an ongoing survey research arm of the Social Science Research Institute in the College
of Social Sciences at St. Cloud State University. Dr. Steve Frank began the survey in 1980 conducting
several omnibus surveys a year of central Minnesota adults in conjunction with his Po.litical Science classes.
The omnibus surveys are now done once a year but now have primarily a statewide focus. Dr. John Murphy
serves as co.-director along with Frank. Clients can buy into the survey or contract for specialized surveys.
Directors are the survey are Dr. Steve Frank, SCSU Professor of Political Science and Dr. John Murphy,
SCSU Professor of Sociology. Chastidy Anderson serves as senior supervising student directors. Ryan
Chadwick, Sarah Riley, Dan Olson and Anita Forst serve as senior directors.
After five or more hours of training and screening about 60 political science and sociology students
conducted the actual interviews. They were monitored by directors. All calls were made from the SCSU
Survey Research Laboratory. The survey was administered between January 27-Febuary 5, 1996.
Several steps were taken to ensure that the telephone sample of Minnesota adults who were eighteen years
of age or older was representative of the larger population. Survey Sampling Inc. of Fairfield, Connecticut
prepared the random digit sample of telephone numbers. Random digit dialing makes available changed,
new, and unlisted numbers. Drawing numbers from a telephone book may skip as many as 20% of Minnesota
households. Within each household the particular respondent was determined in a statistically unbiased
fashion. This means that the selection process alternated between men and women and older and younger
respondents. Few substitutions were allowed. In order to reach hard-to-get respondents each number was
called up to five times over different days and times and appointments made as necessary to interview the
designated respondent at her/his convenience. Most calls were made after 5:00 PM weekdays and during the
day on the weekend. Weekday day calls were made as necessary.
In samples of 702 interviews the overall sample error due to sampling and other random effects is
approximately plus/minus 4% (or less) at the 95% level of confidence. This means that if one were to have
drawn 20 samples of the state and administered the same instrument it would be expected that the overall
findings would be greater/lesser than 4% only one time in twenty.
However, in all sample surveys there are other possible sources of error for which precise estimates cannot
be calculated. These include interviewer and coder error, respondent misinterpretation, and data entry and
analysis errors. When analysis is made of subsamples such as respondents who are Republicans or
breakdowns by variables such as gender the sample error may be larger.
Even though the demographics of the sample matched census and other known characteristics of the larger
state population very well, the sample may be weighted for sex. As is characteristic of telephone surveys
females were slightly oversampled (53% sample-51 % after weighting). The cooperation rate of the survey
was 62%. This is several percentage points above the average for professional marketing firms. When the
S.C.S.U. Survey does specialized contract surveys we use a smaller, more skilled group of student
interviewers and the completion rate ranges from 68% to 80+%. Cooperation rate means that once an eligible
household was reached over six often respondents agreed to participate in the survey.
Coding of open-ended questions was done by paid coders working with directors. The total survey consisted
of 65 variables. There were two versions of the instrument which differed only in reversing the feeling
thermometer questions and the Republican primary question in order to minimize possible question order
bias. Additional material on the survey's methodology and findings are available by contacting Steve Frank.
THE DIRECTORS ARE MEMBERS OF THE MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION
RESEARCH (M.A.P.O.R.) AND THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH.
THE DIRECTORS SUBSCRIBE TO THE CODE OF ETHICS OF THE A.A.P.O.R.

SCSU SpRVEY,RESULTS 2/09/96

MINNESOTANS BELIEVE IT IS MORE IMPORTANT TO HAVE PROFESSIOAL
FOOTBALL AND BASEBALL IN MN. THAN BASKETBALL AND HOCKEYHOWEVER ALMOST EIGHT OF TEN MINNESOTA ADULTS WOULD VOTE AGAINST
A NEW TWINS STADIUM IN AN ADVISORY REFERENDUM
•..
[NOTE: SEE ENCLOSED CHART AND METHODOLOGY STATEMENT]:

05.) Now let's switch to two questions about professional sports in Minnesota.
Would you please tell me, on a scale of Oto 100, 0 being not important at all and 100 being very important, how
important is each of the followin.e: professional sports to you, in tenns of having them in Minnesota?
0 .)_
· __ Hockey

06.)

- - -Basketball

07.)

- - - Baseball

08.)

- - - Football

09.) A proposal is being discussed in which Minnesotans may be asked to vote on an advisory referendum regarding a
new outdoor baseball stadium for the Minnesota Twins. At this time firm cost figures are not available but the stadium
could cost at least $250 million dollars. At least half of this would have to come from some type of public financing.
If the advisory referendum were to be held today would you vote for building a new outdoor stadium for the Minnesota
Twins_m: against it?

The findings for questions 5-8 support related findings from other surveys. Although there is fluctuation depending
upon the fortunes of the teams football and basketball rank higher in importance as to having them in Minnesota while
hockey and basketball receive much lower rankings. Although men rank having these professional sports higher than do
women the differences are not great except for football where the mean for men is 60 and 52 for women. Regional
differences are minimal. Younger respondents and those employed in sales and blue collar jobs tend to place the most
importance on having the four professional sports teams in Minnesota.
In framing the referendum question the directors consulted with sports writers and government officials. At this
moment the legislature is struggling with the wording and target of a proposed referendum. In developing the question
the directors are aware of survey research which indicates in seeking to measure citizen support for various public
policies, which citizens may vote on directly, it is best to present financial costs. For example, if you ask city residents
if they will support a new city park but give no cost estimates researchers will find higher support then if respondents
are presented with realistic fmancial costs.
Eight of ten Minnesotans oppose the proposed referendum and the opposition is widespread with few, if any,
differences by region of the state, gender, occupation, education, party, age and education. Support for the stadium is
marginally higher in the seven county area This does not necessarily indicate the referendum is doomed. How the
financing is proposed and presented may lessen the opposition.
These questions were developed and the findings researched by Senior Directors Dan Olson and Sara Riley.

FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STATE SURVEYS
Dr. Steve Frank can be reached at (612-255-4131). EMAIL--SFSURVEY@TIGGER.STCLOUD.MSUS.EDU

◄

MN. Adults Rank From 1-100 Their Importance Of Having Four
Professional Sports In MN.
O=not imp. at all
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SCSU SURVEY RESULTS 2/09/96
I

MINNESOTANS FAVOR A SMIDGEN OF AN INCREASE IN IDGHWAY SPEED LIMITS

l

In response to the following questions [NOTE: SEE ENCLOSED CHART AND METIIODOLOGY STATEMENT]:
'

Here's a question about speed limits on Minnesota highways. Presently the speed limit on Minnesota interstate
highways in outstate areas is 65 miles per hour and in metropolitan areas it is 55 miles per hour. What do you think the
limit should be for {GET A WHOLE THREE DIGIT NUMBER OR PUT IN 666 OR OTHER CODES/:
19.)_ __

interstate highways in rural areas such as Interstate 94

666. DON'T DRIVE 777. OTHER 888. DON'T KNOW 998. DEPENDS ON CONDmONS

999. REF. .

20.) _ _ _ interstate highways in metropolitan areas such at Interstate 694 or 494
21.) _ __

all other highways that are not interstates such as U.S. 10 or 169

Other surveys have found support for higher limits but did not try to determine what specific limits residents preferred.
A scientific random sample of702 MN. adults favor a slight increase in the speed limits on rural interstates,
metropolitan interstates and non-interstate highways. The mean .for rural interstates is 67 mph, 60 for metropolitan
interstates and 60 for other highways. Only 15% favor limits above 70 on rural interstates. 46% want limits between 5570 on metropolitan interstates (only 7% above 70 mph.). Finally, 45% want limits between 55-70mph on highways that
are not interstates (6% above 70 mph).
Those slightly more in favor of higher limits are men and 18-24 year olds. Respondents 65 and older and women tend
to favor the status quo.

These questions were developed and the findings researched by Senior Directors Dan Olson and Sara Riley.

FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STATE SURVEYS
Dr. Steve Frank can be reached at (612-255-4131). EMAII.-SFSURVEY@TIGGER.STCLOUD.MSUS.EDU
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SCSU SURVEY RESULTS 10/986

MINNESOTANS VERY UPBEAT ABOUT THE DIRECTION OF THE STATE
TAXES AND EDUCATION SEEN AS MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEMS.VARIOUS
ASPECTS OF CRIME ARE STILL CITED AS AN IMPORTANT PROBLEM BUT IS
DECLiNING. NO REAL DIFFERENCE IN PECEPTIONS OF PARTIES AS PROBLEM
SOLVERS

AS FOUND IN PAST SURVEYS, BY A SLIGHT MARGIN, MINNESOTANS CONTINUE
TO STATE THEY ARE MORE LIKELY TO VOTE FOR A DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE
FOR CONGRESS FROM THEIR DISTRICT RATHER THAN A REPUBLICAN
CANDIDATE.
MINNESOTANS, BY A 22% TO 25% MARGIN, BELIEVE DEMOCRATS SHOULD
MAINTAIN CONTROL OF THE MN. HOUSE.
ON A 0-100 "FEELING THERMOMETER" MINNESOTANS FEEL VERY WARM
TOWARD HILLARY CLINTON AND ARNIE CARLSON. WE HAVE COOLED A BIT
TOWARD HUBERT HUMPREY III AND COOLED A LOT TOWARD BILL CLINTON.
NEWT GINGRICH RECEIVES AFAIRLY COLD RATING WHILE WE ARE
POSITIVELY FRIGID TOWARD KEN STARR. ROD GRAMS IS BECOMING LESS
KNOWN AND ABOUT 18% CAN'T JUDGE OR DON'T KNOW CANDIDATE
VENTURA.
IT IS A VIRTUAL DEAD HEAT BETWEEN THE THREE MAJOR CANDIDATES FOR
GOVERNOR. PERSONALITY, CHARACTER, PARTY AND IDEOLOGY ARE CITED
AS THE MOST IMPORTANT REASONS. ISSUES ARE LESS IMPORTANT IN
CANDIDATE CHOICE.
FEELING THERMOMETER- (two enclosed charts) The feeling thermometer is used in a variety
of academic and political surveys and is a useful measure of political attitudes or a predisposition to
respond favorably or negatively. It is very strongly related to voter choice. Often people may lack
knowledge of a candidate's party, ideology, and issue positions but do have a general sense if they
like the person or not and this is a key factory in voting behavior. Breakdowns are available for age,
education, occupation, sex, region, party, ideology, religion, born again Christian or not, geographic
region and combined household income. The best indicator of respondent's rating is their political
party affiliation.
Some researchers believe a respondent is not perceived warmly until their ratings are into the 70's.
No one has ever been in this range in the SCSU Survey since the survey began using this measure in
the 1988 statewide survey. Frank believes there may be a regional explanation for this. After all, any
group of citizens who regard a 30 degree Fahrenheit temperature as warm probably believe when
they give a 50 this is an expression of warmth.

FOR FURTHER EXPLANATIONS CONTACT STEVE FRANK AT 320 255-4131 OR AT
HOME 320-363-8263 OR STEVEN WAGNER 320-654-5423 OR AT HOME 612-782-9176.

SCSU SURVEY "FEELING THERMOMETER" RESULTS
Here's a different kind of question. Please think of a thermometer that has a range of Oto 100 degrees. Id like you to rate your feelings toward some of
our political leaders and other people who are in the news. Ratings on the thermometer between 50 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorable and
warm toward the person. Ratings between Oand 50 mean that you don't fee l too favorab le toward the person. If we come to a person whose name you
don't recognize, you don't need to rate that person. Just tell me and we'll move on to the next one. If you do recognize the name, but don't feel particularly
arm or cold toward the person, you would rate the person at the 50 degree mark.
10/97
MEAN

% CAN'T JUDGEI
N DON'T KNOW

OEMS.

REPS.

OUTSTATE

7 COUNTY METRO

GEORGE LATIMER

-----·-----------

HUBERTH.
HUMPHREY III

58

515

12%

65

51

59

57

ARNE CARLSON

53

564

4%

49

59

51

55

JOANNE BENSON

52

30 1

48%

49

55

52

51

PAUL
WELLSTONE

47

561

5%

62

30

47

47

BILL CLINTON

52

580

2%

68

34

52

53

ROD GRAMS

47

489

16%

43

56

49

45

35

544

7%

26

52

36

34

ALLEN QUIST

42

302

44%

38

47

45

36

TED MONDALE

51

396

32%

54

46

51

50

MARK.DAYTON

48

380

33%

53

43

49

48

MIKE FREEMAN

52

250

56%

56

45

52

52

NORM COLEMAN

59

375

35%

53

65

54

62

DEAN JOHNSON

50

194

60%

50

47

51

49

TIM PAWLENTY

47

113

78%

41

53

46

56

ROY TERWlLLINGER

49

139

74%

44

51

RUDY
BOSCHWITZ
BERTMCKASY

ROBERT DOLE
NEWT GINGRICH
HlLLARY CLINTON
COLIN POWELL
ROSS PEROT
DEAN BARKLEY

MARK ANDREWS

overall n=602
[DON'T KNOW/CAN'T JUDGE EXCLUDED FROM THE DETERMJNA TION OF THE MEAN]
I=% THIS FIGURE REPRESENTS THE PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS WHO SAID THEY COULDN'T JUDGE OR DIDN'T KNOW THE LISTED PERSON.

SCSU SURVEY "FEELING THERMOMETER" RESULTS
Here's a different kind of question. Please think of a thermometer that has a range of 0 to I 00 degrees. Id like you to rate your fee lings toward some of our political leaders and
other people who are in the news. Ratings on the thermometer between 50 and I00 degrees mean that you feel favorable and warm toward the person. Ratings between 0 and 50
mean that you don't feel too favorab le toward the person. Ifwe come to a person whose name you don't recognize, you don't need to rate that person. Just tell me and we'll move
on to the next one. If you do recognize the name, but don't fee l particularly arm or cold toward the person, you would rate the person at the 50 degree mark.
10/88
4/90
2/92
2/93
4-5/94
1/95
MEAN N %*
MEAN N %* MEAN N %*
MEAN N %*
MEAN N %*
MEAN N
%
GEORGE BUSH
46.9 614 2%
61.3 710 1% 53.1 794 .8%
-------------------------

RONALD REAGAN

42.9 625 .2

GEORGE LATIMER

58.7 499 20

60.1 571 21

60.3 592 26

58.1

455 35%

56.9

418

34%

HUBERTH.
HUMPHREY III

49.7 589 4

53 .7 643 10

55 .9 723 10

56.7 850 11% 57.0

599 14%

58.3

559

14

ROGER MOE

50.5 260 58

53.6 369 49

50.9 358 55

50.1 444

53

ARNE CARLSON

51.9 289 53

52.6 426 41

42.3 763

5

46.5 893

6

51.6

631

9

57.3

643

2

RUDY
BOSCHWITZ

55 .5 590 4

52.5 673 6

51.3 760

5

50.0 874

8

45 .7

613

12

48.4

595

8

45 .8

282 60

42.4

624

II

617

12

44.5

604

MIKE HATCH
DAVID
DURENBURGER

50.5 367 49
56.8 592 5

47.5 677 6

DAVEPRJNTY

48.0 160 78

JON GRUNSETH

46.4 159 78

RUDY
PERPICH

50.2 611 2

MICHAEL
DUKAKJS

52.4 603 3%

DEE LONG

45.3 685 4%

49.5 755

6

41.9 873

8

------------------ - - - - - - - 37 .2 666 1 7 - - - - -

42.5 656

6

44.1 891

6

42.1

51.5 221 72

49.4 333 65

OANGROWE .

53 .5 596 26

54.0 662 30

PAUL
WELLSTONE

46.8 727

47.6 862

VIN WEBER

51.8 422 47

DAVID DUKE

15 .2 595 25%

ANN WYNIA
BILL CLINTON
TONY BOUZA
ALLEN QUIST
MlKE FREEMAN
JOHN MARTY
ROD GRAMS
ROBERT DOLE

9

------- ..·--------

8

47.1

7

7

606

50.5 604 36

50.2 180 81
59.9

931 2%

----------------- -----------------------------------

57.9

651

2

SI.I

439 37%

40.3

332 53

------------------- 50.7 206 71
136 79%
------------------- 46.7
----------------- ------------------------------------------------------

42.8

569

51.6

654

12

46.5

559

14

49.5

563

13%

[DON'T KNOW/CAN'T JUDGE EXCLUDED FROM THE DETERMINATION OF THE MEAN]
* % THIS FIGURE REPRESENTS THE PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS WHO SAID THEY COULDN'T JUDGE OR DIDN'T KNOW THE LISTED PERSON.

SCSU SURVEY "FEELING THERMOMETER" RESULTS
Here's a different kind of question. Please think of a thermometer that has a range ofO to 100 degrees. Id like you to rate your feelings
toward some of our political leaders and other people who are in the news. Ratings on the thermometer between 50 and 100 degrees mean
that you feel favorable and warm toward the person. Ratings between 0 and 50 mean that you don't feel too favorable toward the person.
Jfwe come to a person whose name you don't recognize, you don't need to rate that person. Just tell me and we'll move on to the next one.
Jfyou do recognize the name, but don't feel particularly arm or co ld toward the person, you would rate the person at the 50 degree mark.
1-2/96
MEAN

N

% CAN'T JUDGE! 10/96
DON'T KNOW MEAN

GEORGE LA TIMER

55

404

34%

HUBERTH.
HUMPHREY III

59

564

13

ARNE CARLSON

52

616

4

JOANNE BENSON

51

299

53

RUDY
BOSCHWITZ

46

584

8

BERTMCKASY

47

120

77

PAUL
WELLSTONE

51

596

7

BILL CLINTON

53

639

ROD GRAMS

45

558

ROBERT DOLE

44

NEWT GINGRICH

N

% CAN'T JUDGEl
DON'T KNOW

2/97
% CAN'T JUDGEl
MEAN N DON'T KNOW

59
52

656

6%

728
759

56
51

9%
5%

420

47%

ALLEN QUIST

42

431

46%

TED MONDALE

52

604

24%

MARK ANDREWS

48

248

69%

MARK DAYTON

50

536

33%

42

659

5%

48

663

5%

57

698

1%

13

43

569

18%

606

6

46

680

2%

36

603

7

HILLARY CLINTON

46

630

2

COLIN POWELL

63

554

13

ROSS PEROT

36

665

65%

DEAN BARKLEY

41

246

64%

MIKE FREEMAN
50

345

54%

56

538

24%

48

262

67%

48

208

74%

NORM COLEMAN

DEAN JOHNSON

ROY TERWILLINGER

SCSU SURVEY RESULTS 2/16/96

[NOTE: SEE ENCLOSED CHARTS AND METHODOLOGY STATEMENT

AS FOUND IN 1994, MINNESOTANS CONTINUE TO STATE THEY ARE MORE
LIKELY TO VOTE FOR A DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE FOR CONGRESS FROM
THEIR DISTRICT RATHER THAN A REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE
IN SPITE OF THE RECENT TROUBLES OF SOME MINNESOTA DFL STATE
LEGISLATORS, MINNESOTANS BY A 33% TO 23% MARGIN BELIEVE DEMOCRATS
SHOULD MAINTAIN CONTROL OF THE MN. HOUSE-THIS IS A 9% INCREASE
FROM 1992
ON A 0-100 "FEELING THERMOMETER" MINNESOTANS FEEL VERY WARM
TOWARD COLIN POWELL, AND FEEL WARM ABOUT HUBERT H. HUMPRHREY
III AND FORMER ST. PAUL MAYOR LATIMER-NEWT GINGRICH RECEIVES A
FAIRLY COLD RATING. MANY MINNESOTANS DO NOT KNOW OR CAN'T JUDGE
JOANNE BENSON OR BERT MCKASY
IN A SUBSAMPLE OF 208 MN. REPUBLICANS RUDY BOSCHWITZ IS THE CLEAR
CHOICE OVER ANY OTHER REPUBLICAN IN A HYPOTHETICAL PRIMARY, BUT
MANY AREN'T READY TO MAKE A DECISION
MINNESOTANS ARE EVENLY DIVIDED OVER WHETHER U.S. SENATOR PAUL
WELLSTONE HAS DONE A GOOD ENOUGH JOB TO DESERVE REELECTIONCOMPARED TO RESULTS FOR OTHER U.S. SENATE INCUMBENTS THIS IS ONE OF
THE CLOSEST MARGINS IN THE COUNTRY. HOWEVER, HE RANKS HIGHER
THAN HIS CHIEF REPUBLICAN OPPONENTS ON THE "FEELING THERMOMETER"
ACTUAL QUESTIONS 27.) If the election for the U.S. Congress were being held today and you could choose
between a Democrat, a Republican and a candidate who belonged to neither political party-do you think you would vote
for the Democrat candidate for Congress in your district, the Republican candidate, or the candidate who belonged to
neither party?
1. DEM.
2. REPUBLICAN
3. NEITHER PARTY
4. OTHER-___ 8. DK 9. REF.----

38.) Thank you. Looking ahead to next November's election in which all members of the Minnesota state house of
representatives will be elected, which of the following would you like to see happen--the Republicans gain control of the
state house, the Democrats maintain control of the house; or haven't you thought much about this issue
1. REPUB. CONTROL
2. DEM. CONTROL
3. DIVIDED-VOLUNTEERED
4. HAVEN'T THOUGHT MUCH
6. OTHER-___
8. DON'T KNOW
9.
REFUSED
Here's a different kind of question. Please think of a thermometer that has a range of Oto I 00 degrees. I'd like you to rate your
feelings toward some of our political leaders and other people who are in the news . Ratings on the thermometer between 50 and
100 degrees mean that you feel favorable and warm toward the person. Ratings between O and 50 mean that you don't feel too
favorable toward the person. Ifwe come to a person whose name you don't recognize, you don't need to rate that person. Just tell
me and we' ll move on to the next one. If you do recognize the name, but don't feel particularly warm or cold toward the person,
you would rate the person at the 50 degree m~rk. [NO TITLES ARE EVERY GIVEN]

53.) {FOR REPUBLICANS ONLY}- Up to now-how much attention have you personally been paying to the November
1996 election for U.S. Senator from Minnesota in which Senator Paul Wellstone will be seeking reelection--have you
been paying a great deal of attention, some attention, or no attention at all?

54.) {FOR REPUBLICANS ONLYJ-Next September there may be a Republican primary election for U.S. Senator. If the
primary was being held today and the candidates were Rudy Boschwitz or Bert McKasy or some other Republican, for
whom would you vote?

01. BOSCHWITZ
02. MCKASY
03. H.M. DUPAUL
04. JOHN HERMAN
05. PHIL HERWIG
06. MONTE MORENO
07. STEVEN YOUNG
08. ROY TERWILLIGER
66. O T H E R - - - - - - - - 88. DK/WON'T VOTE
99. REF
55.) Do you think U.S. Senator Paul Wellstone deserves to be reelected or do you think someone new deserves a chance?

FEELING THERMOMETER- (two enclosed charts) The feeling thermometer is used in a variety
of academic and political surveys and is a useful measure of political attitudes or a predisposition to
respond favorably or negatively. It is very strongly related to voter choice. Often people may lack
knowledge of a candidate' s party, ideology, and issue positions but do have a general sense if they
like the person or not and this is a key factory in voting behavior. Breakdowns are available for age,
education, occupation, sex, region, party, ideology, religion, born again Christian or not, education,
geographic region, and combined household income. The best indicator ofrespondent' s rating is
their political party affiliation. For example Bill Clinton receives a 72 from those who say they
always/usually vote Democratic but a frigid 29 from Republicans. Rod Grams gets a 60 from
Republicans and a 36 from Democrats. Other factors showing some relationship are political
ideology and whether or not respondents are "born again Christians." Colin Powell, who is included
for the first time, Arne Carlson and H.H.H. III appear to have the broadest based support. General
Powell receives a 63 from Democrats, a 65 from Republicans and 62 from independents while the
Attorney General was rated 68 by Democrats, 47 from Republicans and 57 from independents.
Some researchers believe a respondent is not perceived warmly until their ratings are into the 70' s.
No one has ever been in this range in the SCSU Survey since the survey began using this measure in
the 1988 statewide survey. Frank believes there may be a regional explanation for this. After all, any
group of citizens who regard a 30 degree Fahrenheit temperature as warm probably believe when
they give a 50 this is an expression of warmth.
Respondents give Colin Powell a very warm 63 and still feel warmly about Attorney General
Humphrey 59 (no titles are used or given) and he has fairly high recognition (13% said can't judge or
don't know). Governor Carlson' s rating has moved down somewhat from 57 last year to 52 (only 4%
can't judge or don't know) President Clinton has increased a bit from 52 to a 53 ( 1% don't
know/can't judge). Bob Dole has slipped from a 50 to a 44. Rudy Boschwitz and Rod Grams are
rated lower than is Paul Wellstone who Minnesotans continue to warm up to. A whopping 77%
stated they couldn't judge or didn't know Bert McKasy. For methodological and other reasons
George Latimer is still included and is still perceived warmly with a 55 but his don't know/can't
judge are still a high 34%.
For the first time Hillary Clinton was included and received a somewhat cold 46. In addition to party
and ideology differences there is a marked gender difference. The mean for men is 40 and 52 for
women.
WHICH PARTY CANDIDATE FROM YOUR DISTRICT WILL YOU VOTE FOR
CONGRESS- As in past surveys Democrats continue to have an advantage (see chart). What may be
encouraging for Democrats is that independents and political moderates are leaning toward them.
They also receive support from 18-24 year olds (who tend not to play the political game) and more
importantly from Minnesotans 45 and older who are more active political players. Males are almost
evenly split while women are more likely to say they will vote Democratic. Democrats tend to get the
nod in most parts of the state except for some outstate areas.
WHAT POLITICAL PARTY SHOULD CONTROL THE MINNESOTA HOUSE- After years
of almost dead heats results for this question Democrats are given a 10% edge (see chart). This may

.r-

'

t

•

be surprising to some in light of the troubles some Minnesota DFL state legislators have had. There
may be several explanations. First, this is measuring a fluid opinion which can rapidly change and
there is a sample error of approximately+/- 4%. However, Democrats are seen as better problem
solvers on issues of importance to Minnesota. Additionally more Democratic leaders are perceived
warmly than are Republican leaders. More Minnesota adults continue to call themselves Democrats
than Republicans. Many people are unaware of the problems or think all legislators are the same.
Finally, in a series of questions that will be released shortly respondents are much more positive
about their legislators in the state legislature and Congress then they are about other legislators or the
collective institutions. Some of the same demographic patterns that are found in the Congressional
question are found for this question.

SCSU SURVEY RESULTS 2/23/96
[NOTE: SEE ENCLOSED CHARTS AND METHODOLOGY STATEMENT]

MINNESOTANS VIEWS OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM HAVE BEEN
SHAKEN BECAUSE OF TRAILS SUCH AS THE O.J. SIMPSON CASE
ACTUAL QUESTION· In trials such as the O.J. Simpson case, how has it affected your view on
the Criminal Justice system? Has it:
1. Shaken my faith in the Justice System 2. Restored my faith in the Justice System .
3. Had no effect
4. Don't Know ·-. ~. • · -p.. Refused

.,- -: ..• •

Minnesotans views of the Criminal Justice System have been shaken as a
result of cases such as the 0.J. Simpson trial. Almost three-fourths (72%) of
the respondents said that the Simpson case. has shaken their faith in the Justice
· System. A similar question was asked -in a September 1995 CBS News Poll ·
and almost fifty percent (50%) of Ameriqans said they have little to no
confidence in the American Criminal Justice System.

MINNESOTANS AGREE THAT ALL PEOPLE ACCUSED OF A
CRIME ARE INNOCENT UNTIL PROVEN GUILTY
ACTUAL QUESTION· Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly
disagree with the following statement--AII people accused of a crime are innocent until proven
guilty?
· 1. Strongly agree
2. Somewhat agree
3. Somewhat disagree
4. Strongly disagree
5. Don't know
5. Refused

Minnesotans agree with the basic premise that all people accused of a
· crime are innocent until proven guilty. About two thirds (65%) strongly agree
with this statement and nearly one quarter (23%) somewhat agree. A 1993
Gallup Poll found different results. They found that Americans rejected the
basic premise of a defendant being innocent until proven guilty and that the
burden of proof lies on the defendant.

ONE QUARTER OF MINNESOTANS BELIEVE IT IS WORSE TO LET A ,
GUILTY PERSON GO FREE THAN TO CONVICT AN INNOCENT PERSON
ACTUAL QUESTION· Which of the following do you think is worse? To convict an innocent
::

person or to let a guilty person go free?
1. Convict innocent
2. Let guilty go free
4. Refused

3. Don't know/other

About six out of ten (62%) Minnesotans believe it is worse to convict an
innocent person than to let a guilty person go free, whereas a little over one
quarter (26%) of the respondents believed it would be worse to let a guilty
person go free. A similar question asked in a 1993 The Gallup Poll indicated
that only four out of ten (41 %) of Americans agree that it is better for society to
let some guilty people go free than to risk convicting innocent people.
Of those Minnesotans who think of themselves as being very liberal, eight
out of ten (80%) believe it is worse to convict an innocent person. About 65
percent of Minnesotans who describe themselves as very conservative believe it

. .... . .·

·is worse to convict an innocent person . A slightly higher percentage of males
(75%) believe that it is worse to convict an innocent person compared to females
(67%).
Of those respondents with a college degree, about eight out of ten (82%)
believe it is worse to corivict an innocent person compared to 64 percent of
those respondents with a high school education.

MINNESOTANS ARE FAIRLY EVEN IN BELIEVING THE TESTIMONY OF A
.. -··· ... --.
POLICE OFFICER OVER THAT OF ANOTHER WITNESS
ACTUAL QUESTION: If you were a juror on a criminal trial, would you be more willing to believe
the testimony of a police officer than that of another witness who is not a police officer?
1. Yes, more willing to believe a police officer
2. No, more willing to believe a person who is not a police officer
3. Depends of situation
4. Don't know
5. Refused

--·

Minnesotans only slightly believe the testimony of a police officer than
that of another witness who is not a police officer. Thirty-five percent (35%) of
the respondents said they were more likely to believe a police officer, whereas
thirty-one percent (31 %) said they are more willing to believe a person who is
not a police officer. It should be noted that a little over one quarter (27%) said it
depends on the situation. This same question was asked in a 1993 Gallup Poll
and reported that forty-five (45%) percent of Americans would be more willing to
believe the testimony of a police officer.
Those respondents with a college degree were more likely to believe the
testimony of a police officer. A large minority (44%) of those respondents with a
college education would believe the testimony of a police officer while a little
over one quarter (27%) would believe the testimony of someone who is not a
police officer. Of the respondents with a high school education, about one-third
(31 %) would believe a police officer while 40 percent would believe some else.
CONCLUSION
Generally speaking, most Minnesotans view of the Criminal Justice
system Minnesota have been shaken since cases such as the O.J. Simpson
case, even though they agree that all people accused of a crime are innocent
until proven guilty. A majority of the people in this state agree that it is worse to
convict an innocent person than to let a guilty person go free, especially among
very liberal persons and college graduates. Finally, Minnesotans are fairly
evenly divided in believing the testimony of a police officer over that of another
witness.
FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL. REGIONAL AND STATE SURVEYS

Research and survey questions prepared by Anita M. Forst
Dr. Steve Frank can be reached at (612)255-4131 .
EMAIL: SFSURVEY@TIGGER.STCLOUD.MSUS.EDU
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SUMMARY OF METHODOLOGY FOR THE WINTER 1995/96 SAINT CLOUD STATE
UNIVERSITY SURVEY

FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STATE SURVEYS
The SCSU Survey is an ongoing survey research arm of the Social Science Research Institute in the College
of Social Sciences at St. Cloud State University. Dr. Steve Frank began the survey in 1980 conducting several
omnibus surveys a year of central Minnesota adults in conjunction with his Political Science classes. The
omnibus surveys are now done once a year but now have primarily a statewide focus. Dr. John Murphy serves
as co.-director along with Frank. Clients can buy into the survey or contract for specialized surveys.
Directors are the survey are Dr. Steve Frank, SCSU Professor of Political Science and Dr. John Murphy,
SCSU Professor of Sociology. Chastidy Anderson serves as senior supervising student director. Ryan
Chadwick, Sarah Riley, Dan Olson and Anita Forst serve as senior directors.
After five or more hours of training and screening about 60 political science and sociology students
conducted the actual interviews. They were monitored by directors. All calls were made from the SCSU
Survey Research Laboratory. The survey was administered between January 27-Febuary 5, 1996.
Several steps were taken to ensure that the telephone sample of Minnesota adults who were eighteen years of
age or older was representative of the larger population. Survey Sampling Inc. of Fairfield, Connecticut
prepared the random digit sample of telephone numbers. Random digit dialing makes available changed, new,
and unlisted numbers. Drawing numbers from a telephone book may skip as many as 20% of Minnesota
households. Within each household the particular respondent was determined in a statistically unbiased
fashion. This means that the selection process alternated between men and women and older and younger
respondents. Few substitutions were allowed. In order to reach hard-to-get respondents each number was
called up to five times over different days and times and appointments made as necessary to interview the
designated respondent at her/his convenience. Most calls were made after 5 :00 PM weekdays and during the
day on the weekend. Weekday day calls were made as necessary.

In samples of 702 interviews the overall sample error due to sampling and other random effects is
approximately plus/minus 4% (or less) at the 95% level of confidence. This means that if one were to have
drawn 20 samples of the state and administered the same instrument it would be expected that the overall
findings would be greater/lesser than 4% only one time in twenty.
However, in all sample surveys there are other possible sources of error for which precise estimates cannot be
calculated. These include interviewer and coder error, respondent misinterpretation, and data entry and
analysis errors. When analysis is made of subsamples such as respondents who are Republicans or breakdowns
by variables such as gender the sample error may be larger.
Even though the demographics of the sample matched census and other known characteristics of the larger
state population very well, the sample may be weighted for sex. As is characteristic of telephone surveys
females were slightly oversampled (53% sample-51 % after weighting). The cooperation rate of the survey
was 62%. This is several percentage points above the average for professional marketing firms. When the
S.C.S.U. Survey does specialized contract surveys we use a smaller, more skilled group of student interviewers
and the completion rate ranges from 68% to 80+%. Cooperation rate means that once an eligible household
was reached over six often respondents agreed to participate in the survey.
Coding of open-ended questions was done by paid coders working with directors. The total survey consisted
of 65 variables. There were two versions of the instrument which differed only in reversing the feeling
thermometer questions and the Republican primary question in order to minimize possible question order bias.
Additional material on the survey's methodology and findings are available by contacting Steve Frank.

THE DIRECTORS ARE MEMBERS OF THE MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION
RESEARCH (M.A.P.O.R.) AND THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION
RESEARCH. THE DIRECTORS SUBSCRIBE TO THE CODE OF ETHICS OF THE A.A.P.O.R.

SENT BY:MN STATE LOTTERY

presidential election year. 'Ihe
featured speaker for the organization's April 15, 1996 lecture
and awards program will be
Da.td Broder, one of the nation'■
most respected political journalists. Broder ts well known to
Mtnneaotans through h1a Wash•
f.n.gton Post syndicated columna,
which appear tn both the Star
Tribune and the St. Paul PlollffJ' .,.,..__ The Pnmaok Lecture will start at 7:00 pm in the
Cowles Auditorium of the Humphrey Institute, sponeored by the
Universtty'e School of Journalism
and Mus Communication. We've
also learned that lllke 'Wallaoe,
a fixture on CBS-1Va "60 Minutes" program, will appear at
Orchestra Hall in downtown
Minneapolis at 7;00 pm on
Thursday, May 18. Wallace's
appearance 1s sponsored by the
Minnesota News Council.

St. Cloud Political
Poll Is Out
Each year we anxiously await
the polling done by the St. Cloud
State University Survey, under
the direction of Dr. 8tffe l'razsk
because tt alwaya holda a couple
of very interesting political gema.
Released last week, the current
poll, covcnng January 27 ·
through Febrwuy 5, 1996, 1s no
different. Herc is a sample of
eome of the results: On which
party should control the Minnesota House. the results arc good
news for the DFL. After years of
vtrtual dead heat result.a on thia
question, Democrats ·are now
gtven a 10% edge as they head
Into this fall's elect.ton campaigns. When asked if Sen. Paul
WeU.tone deserve& to be reelected, the reeponee• seem almost
tied. with 45% eaytng he deserves reelect.ton and 43% call1ng
for someone new. 1n reviewing
the results of other U.S. Senate
incumbent■, l'r&Dk aaye wen.
'

'
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appears to have the closest

margin on this question. However, he notes this maybe mislead-

ing because tn·the •feeling thermometer" measurements, Well•
atone is percetved aa much
warmer than either leading
potential Republican opponents
Rudy Boachwlta or Bert llcKuy. Speaking of McKuy and
B01chwlta, the SCSU Survey
tested a subsample of Republicans for a hypothetical primary
contest between the two candidates. In that run-off, Boeohwlta
pulled 44% of the responae1
against lloKa•y's mere 7%. The
"don't know" category was heavy
With 36%. 1n addition, only 8% of
the Republtcan's polled aay they
are paying a great deal of attention to the 1996 U.S. Senate
race, while about half say they
have patd"some attention."
Interestingly, on the SCSU
"feeling thermometer," which
attempts to gauge how warm or
cool candidates and public
pereonalittes are perceived by the
voting public, only retired General ColiA Powell has better numbers than Skip Humphrey, with
former St. Paul Mayor Georae
Latimer falling right behind
Humphrey. Two points behind
Latimer ta President Bill Clinton
and a point behind him is Governor Ame Carlaon, who ts tied by
Lt. Governor Joanne Benaon.
wen.tone falls in line after
Benaon, with llcKalJ and
8e•Dlawita next, At the bottom of
the "feeling thermometer" is
Jfewt Glnplch at 36. Above
. Olnptch, some 8 points higher
ts Bob Dole and one point above
him ts Sen. Rod Oram•. Bll1ary
Rodham Clinton stands between
Gram• and Boachwtu on the
way up the rankings.

Did Coleman

Flunk Vouchers?
Ever since Governor Ame

612 654 5198:# 2

C&rlaan, with St. Paul Mayor
Korm Coleman in tow, last week
proposed a $12 mfil1on mintvoucher plan for St. Paul's
schools, the Capitol halls have
been buzzing with speculation.
Theorlea on why Colemaa did it
and what it means to h1s political
future abound.
The most popular speculation
~ that Coleman, knowing .that
the voucher scheme wasn't going
anywhere, merely wanted to
protect the $33 m1llion the
Governor recommended for
tnclu19ton in the bonding bill for
the downtown St. Paul Sctence
Museum. But St. Paul legislators
have told us that the reaction to
Coleman's sudden teaming with
Carl•on from anti-voucher DFL
lawmakers -was ao negative that
they were going to have a devil of
a -tlmc Just keeping the Science
Museum in the bonding bill.
Even more interesting was the
reaction of the AF'lrCIO'a Bill
Petenon· who told Coleman
publicly- that he was no longer
welcome tn the ,house of labor
because of his support of a .
voucher. Petenan's reaction
sent a clear etgnal to everybody
at the State Capitol that the
building trades arc going to be
strong-supporter of its fellow
trade unionists in the teachers'
unions.
.
..
There is an tnteresting compartson between Cad•ou.•, handling
of the voucher issue and that of
his fellow Republican Governor
tn Wisconsin, Tommy Thomp■on. When Thomp•on passed
vouchers, he did it cmphaaiztng
fairness and opportunity. Teachers didn't like tt, but at least
Tllomp•on wasn't saying they
were doing a bad job . .In Minnesota, Arn• Carlaon has launched
a campaign of vtliftcauon agatnst
urban schools that has 1nfurtat
ed teachers, admtnlstrators and
parent■ with his slashing attacks
on what kids are not learning. In
4
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Minnesotans favor slightly higher speed limits; put priority on pro football and
baseball over basketball and hockey; wouldn't support new Twins stadium
ST. CLOUD, Minn. -- Minnesotans asked in a recent SCSU Survey, a research
service of the St. Cloud State University College of Social Science, said they would
favor raising highway speed limits, but not by much.
"Other surveys have found support for higher limits but did not try to determine
what specific limits residents preferred ," said Steve Frank, SCSU political science professor and director of the SCSU Survey. Only 15 percent favor limits above 70 miles
per hour on rural interstates, and only 7 percent favor limits above 70 miles per hour
on metropolitan interstates.
Minnesotans surveyed also indicated that among professional sports, football
and baseball were considered more important to the state than basketball and hockey. But in a related sports question , nearly eight of 10 adults surveyed would vote
against supporting a new Twins stadium that could cost at least $250 million.
See accompanying materials for further information, or contact Steve Frank,
SCSU Department of Political Science, 612/255-4131 or 612/363-8263.
Contact: Marsha Shoemaker
612/255-4029

SCSU is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

Average or Means Of MN. Adults On Speed Limits ON Rural
Interstates, Metropolitan Interstates, and Highways That Are Not
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SCSU SURVEY RESULTS 2/09/96

MINNESOTANS FAVOR A SMIDGEN OF AN INCREASE IN IDGHWAY SPEED LIMITS
In response to the following questions [NOTE: SEE ENCLOSED CHART AND METHODOLOGY STATEMENT]:
Here's a question about speed limits on Minnesota highways. Presently the speed limit on Minnesota interstate
highways in outstate areas is 65 miles per hour and in metropolitan areas it is 55 miles per hour. What do you think the
limit should be for {GET A WHOLE THREE DIGIT NUMBER OR PUT IN 666 OR OTHER CODES/:
19.)_ __

interstate highways in rural areas such as Interstate 94

666. DON'T DRIVE ~ 777. OTHER

888. DON'T KNOW 998. DEPENDS ON CONDITIONS

999. REF.

20.) _ _ _ interstate highways in metropolitan areas such at Interstate 694 or 494

21.) _ __

all other highways that are not interstates such as U.S. 10 or 169

Other surveys have found support for higher limits but did not try to determine what specific limits residents preferred.
A scientific random sample of702 MN. adults favor a slight increase in the speed limits on rural interstates,
metropolitan interstates and non-interstate highways. The mean for rural interstates is 67 mph, 60 for metropolitan
interstates and 60 for other highways. Only 15% favor limits above 70 on rural interstates. 46% want limits between 5570 on metropolitan interstates (only 7% above 70 mph.). Finally, 45% want limits between 55-70mph on highways that
are no! !llterstates (6% above 70 mph).
Those slightly more in favor of higher limits are men and 18-24 year olds. Respondents 65 and older and women tend
to favor the status quo.
These questions were developed and the findings researched by Senior Directors Dan Olson and Sara Riley.

FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STATE SURVEYS

Dr. Steve Frank can be reached at (612-255-4131). EMAIL---SFSURVEY@TIGGER.STCLOUD.MSUS.EDU
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MINNESOTANS BELIEVE IT IS MORE IMPORTANT TO HA VE PROFESSIOAL
FOOTBALL AND BASEBALL IN MN. THAN BASKETBALL AND HOCKEYHOWEVER ALMOST EIGHT OF TEN MINNESOTA ADULTS WOULD VOTE AGAINST
A NEW TWINS STADIUM IN AN ADVISORY REFERENDUM

[NOTE: SEE ENCLOSED CHART AND METHODOLOGY STATEMENT]:

05.) Now let' s switch to two questions about professional sports in Minnesota.
Would you please tell me, on a scale of0 to 100, 0 being not important at all and 100 being very important, how
important is each of the following professional sports to you, in terms of having them in Minnesota?
0 .) _ _ _ Hockey

06.) _ __ Basketball 07.) _ _ _ Baseball

08.) _ _ _ Football

09.) A proposal is being discussed in which Minnesotans may be asked to vote on an advisory referendum regarding a
new outdoor baseball stadium for the Minnesota Twins. At this time fmn cost figures are not available but the stadium
could cost at least $250 million dollars. At least half of this would have to come from some type of public financing.
If the advisory referendum were to be held today would you vote for building a new outdoor stadium for the Minnesota
Twins or against it?
The findings for questions 5-8 support related findipg_s from other surveys. Although there is fluctuation depending
upon the fortunes of the teams football and ~TI'?!rllc higher in importance as to having them in Minnesota while
hockey and basketball receive much lower rankings. Although men rank having these professional sports higher than do
women the differences are not great except for football where the mean for men is 60 and 52 for women. Regional
differences are minimal. Younger respondents and those employed in sales and blue collar jobs tend to place the most
importance on having the four professional sports teams in Minnesota.

In framing the referendum question the directors consulted with sports writers and government officials. At this
moment the legislature is struggling with the wording and target of a proposed referendum. In developing the question
the directors are aware of survey research which indicates in seeking to measure citizen support for various public
policies, which citizens may vote on directly, it is best to present financial costs. For example, if you ask city residents
if they will support a new city park but give no cost estimates researchers will find higher support then if respondents
are presented with realistic financial costs.
Eight often Minnesotans oppose the proposed referendum and the opposition is widespread with few, if any,
differences by region of the state, gender, occupation, education, party, age and education . Support for the stadium is
marginally higher in the seven county area. This does not necessarily indicate the referendum is doomed . How the
financing is proposed and presented may lessen the opposition.
These questions were developed and the findings researched by Senior Directors Dan Olson and Sara Riley.

FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STA TE SURVEYS

Dr. Steve Frank can be reached at (612-255-4131). EMAIL---SFSURVEY@TIGGER.STCLOUD.MSUS.EDU

SUMMARY OF METHODOLOGY FOR THE WINTER 1995/96 SAINT CLOUD STATE
UNIVERSITY SURVEY
FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL ANO STA TE SURVEYS

The SCSU Survey is an ongoing survey research arm of the Social Science Research Institute in the College
of Social Sciences at St. Cloud State University. Dr. Steve Frank began the survey in 1980 conducting
several omnibus surveys a year of central Minnesota adults in conjunction with his Political Science classes.
The omnibus surveys are now done once a year but now have primarily a statewide focus. Dr. John Murphy
serves as co.-director along with Frank. Clients can buy into the survey or contract for specialized surveys.
Directors are the s_µrvey are Dr. Steve Frank, SCSU Professor of Political Science and Dr. John Murphy,
SCSU Professor -of Sociology. Chastidy Anderson serves as senior supervising student directors. Ryan
Chadwick, Sarah Riley, Dan Olson and Anita Forst serve as senior directors.
After five or more hours of training and screening about 60 political science and sociology students
conducted the actual interviews. They were monitored by directors. All calls were made from the SCSU
Survey Research Laboratory. The survey was administered between January 27-Febuary 5, 1996.
Several steps were taken to ensure that the telephone sample of Minnesota adults who were eighteen years
of age or older was representative of the larger population. Survey Sampling Inc. of Fairfield, Connecticut
prepared the random digit sample of telephone numbers. Random digit dialing makes available changed,
new, and unlisted numbers. Drawing numbers from a telephone book may skip as many as 20% of Minnesota
households. Within each household the particular respondent was determined in a statistically unbiased
fashion. This means that the selection process alternated between men and women and older and younger
respondents. Few substitutions were allowed. In order to reach hard-to-get respondents each number was
called up to five times over different days and times and appointments made as necessary to interview the
designated respondent at her/his convenience. Most calls were made after 5:00 PM weekdays and during the
day on the weekend. Weekday day calls were made as necessary.
In samples of 702 interviews the overall sample error due to sampling and other random effects is
approximately plus/minus 4% (or less) at the 95% level of confidence. This means that if one were to have
drawn 20 samples of the state and administered the same instrument it would be expected that the overall
findings would be greater/lesser than 4% only one time in twenty.
However, in all sample surveys there are other possible sources of error for which precise estimates cannot
be calculated. These include interviewer and coder error, respondent misinterpretation, and data entry and
analysis errors. When analysis is made of subsamples such as respondents who are Republicans or
breakdowns by variables such as gender the sample error may be larger.
Even though the demographics of the sample matched census and other known characteristics of the larger
state population very well, the sample may be weighted for sex. As is characteristic of telephone surveys
females were slightly oversampled (53% sample-51 % after weighting). The cooperation rate of the survey
was 62%. This is several percentage points above the average for professional marketing firms. When the
S.C.S.U. Survey does specialized contract surveys we use a smaller, more skilled group of student
interviewers and the completion rate ranges from 68% to 80+%. Cooperation rate means that once an eligible
household was reached over six of ten respondents agreed to participate in the survey.
Coding of open-ended questions was done by paid coders working with directors. The total survey consisted
of 65 variables. There were two versions of the instrument which differed only in reversing the feeling
thermometer questions and the Republican primary question in order to minimize possible question order
bias. Additional material on the survey's methodology and findings are available by contacting Steve Frank.
THE DIRECTORS ARE MEMBERS OF THE MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION
RESEARCH (M.A.P.O.R.) AND THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH.
THE DIRECTORS SUBSCRIBE TO THE CODE OF ETHICS OF THE A.A.P.O.R.
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Feb. 14, 1996

SCSU Survey finds Minnesotans' pessimism about politics grows along
with their concern about education; Democrats still given the edge
ST. CLOUD, Minn. -- While Minnesotans still may cite crime as the number one
problem facing their state, their concern about education and welfare issues has
grown significantly in the past two years, according to a recent SCSU Survey.
Minnesotans also still give Democrats the edge as the party of choice to best
solve those problems, said Steve Frank, director of the Survey, a research service of
the St. Cloud State University College of Social Science, at a press conference
Wednesday.
See accompanying materials for further information, or contact Steve Frank,
SCSU Department of Political Science, 612/255-4131 or 612/363-8263.
Contact: Marsha Shoemak r
612/255-4029

SCSU is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

SCSU SURVEY RESULTS 2/14/96

MINNESOTANS' NEGATIVE FEELINGS ABOUT THE DIRECTION OF THE COUNTRY CONTINUE
TO INCREASE WHILE THEIR VIEWS ON THE DIRECTION OF THE STATE ARE LESS POSITIVE
CRIME IS STILL CITED AT THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEM FACING THE STATE
AND DEMOCRATS ARE GIVEN THE EDGE AS MN. PROBLEM SOLVERS
WE CONTINUE TO STRONGLY SAY- PUT THE BUDGET RESERVE INTO EDUCATION AND
PROPERTY TAX RELIEF
[NOTE: SEE ENCLOSED CHARTS AND METHODOLOGY STATEMENT
01.) All in all, do you think things in the United States are generally going in the right direction, or do you feel things have gotten off on
the wrong track?
02.) Thank you. Now how about Minnesota. Do you think things in Minnesota are generally going in the right direction, or do you feel
things have gotten off on the wrong track?
03.) What do you think is the single most important problem facing Minnesota today? fPROBE FOR ONE SPECIFIC RESPONSE]
04.) [FOR THOSE WHO GA VE A RESPONSE IN QUESTION 3/- Which political party, if any, do you think can do a better job of
handling the problem you have just mentioned-the Republican Party or the Democratic Party?

Here's a different topic. The State of Minnesota is anticipated to have an approximately $800 million dollar revenue surplus over the
next two years. State legislators are presently discussing proposals as to what should be done with these funds. I'm going to list several of
these proposals. Please tell me if you strongly favor, favor, oppose or strongly oppose allocating these funds for: {REPEAT CHOICES
AS NECESSARY-CIRCLE APPROPRIATE CATEGORY]
22.) Increasing the state's budget reserve which is now about $300 million to a higher amount
23.) Increasing state government aid to counties and cities
24.) Increasing aid to kindergarten through twelfth grade public education
25.) Reducing homeowner's property taxes
26.) Increasing aid to public higher education institutions

In response to the question: "All in all, do you think things in the United States are generally going in the right
direction, or do you feel things have gotten off on the wrong track?" (Minnesota substituted for U.S. in a following
question)-about half of Minnesotans continue to feel upbeat about the direction of the state while four often feel
the state is headed in the wrong direction. After a shift to a positive direction in 1994 and 1995 the latest survey has
found more negativism. However, only three often Minnesotans say right direction and six often wrong track for
the U.S. These findings match other state and national findings.
Democrats and those who describe their political views as liberal are a bit more likely to say right direction for the
U.S. and MN. compared to Republicans and conservatives which is a slight change from last year. Another slight
shift is younger respondents 18-24 are a little more upbeat than are older Minnesotans. Non born again Christians
are more upbeat about both the state and country than are born-again Christians .

SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEM FACING THE STATE-When asked to name the single most
important problem facing the state there are a wide range of at least 40+ different categories. Most of the categories
were combined into about ten broader groups. In the 1994 survey crime/gangs/drugs became the number one
problem for the first time since the Survey began asking this question in 1988. Although it has declined slightly
this category is still the number one cited problem. This was followed by taxes (11 %) which has declined from
20% two years ago. There is also a decline in economic concerns (9%-down from 25% three ago). Categories that
have increased in importance are: education (11 %) and welfare concerns (9%). As has been found repeatedly

abortion issues are mentioned by less than 1% of respondents. In past years the Survey has asked about abortion in
a series of closed end questions and found abortion to be a middle to lower range concern.
WHICH PARTY, IF ANY, CAN BEST HANDLE RESPONDENTS NAMED PROBLEM- Democrats have again
reclaimed the edge as the political party best able to solve the state's problems by a 33% to 26% margin. In 1994
there was a dead heat tie between the parties as to which party if any could best handle the state's problems. In
1992 Democrats were given an overall 35% to 22% edge as problem solvers. This compares to an almost tie in the
spring, 1990 survey and a 5% margin for the Democrats in the spring 1988 survey.
WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH THE ANTICIPATED BUDGET RESERVE-The 1996 questions results are
an almost exact match to an nearly identical set of questions asked two years ago . The enclosed chart indicates
when the categories of strongly favor/favor are collapsed together over eight of ten Minnesotans favor using the
reserve to increase aid to K-12 public education (86%); over three fourths want to use the reserve to reduce
homeowner's property taxes (78%); almost the same amount want to increase aid to public higher education (77%not asked in 1994); about two thirds (65%) strongly favor/favor increasing local government aid while about four
of ten (39%) want to increase the state's budget reserve.
The breakdowns for strongly favor for each question are: K-12 (50%) property taxes (35%); public higher
education (28%) local government aid (14%); and, budget reserve (11 %).
Results for each question by age, gender, political ideology, region of the state, religion, political party,
education, income and occupation are available by contacting Steve Frank.

FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STATE SURVEYS

Dr. Steve Frank can be reached at (612-255-413 l). EMAIL---SFSURVEY@TIGGER.STCLOUD.MSUS.EDU

VIEWS OF MINNESOTANS AS TO HOW THINGS ARE GOING
IN THE U.S.
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SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEM FACING THE STATE
OF MN.
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SUMMARY OF METHODOLOGY FOR THE WINTER 1995/96 SAINT CLOUD STATE
UNIVERSITY SURVEY

FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STATE SURVEYS
The SCSU Survey is an ongoing survey research arm of the Social Science Research Institute in the College
of Social Sciences at St. Cloud State University. Dr. Steve Frank began the survey in 1980 conducting
several omnibus surveys a year of central Minnesota adu lts in conjunction with his Political Science classes.
The omnibus surveys are now done once a year but now have primarily a statewide focus. Dr. John Murphy
serves as co.-director along with Frank. Clients can buy into the survey or contract for specialized surveys.
Directors are the survey are Dr. Steve Frank, SCSU Professor of Political Science and Dr. John Murphy,
SCSU Professor of Sociology. Chastidy Anderson serves as senior supervising student director. Ryan
Chadwick, Sarah Riley, Dan Olson and Anita Forst serve as senior directors.
After five or more hours of training and screening about 60 political science and sociology students
conducted the actual interviews. They were monitored by directors. All calls were made from the SCSU
Survey Research Laboratory. The survey was administered between January 27-Febuary 5, 1996.
Several steps were taken to ensure that the telephone sample of Minnesota adults who were eighteen years
of age or o lder was representative of the larger population. Survey Sampling Inc. of Fairfield, Connecticut
prepared the random digit samp le of telephone numbers. Random digit dialing makes available changed,
new, and unlisted numbers. Drawing numbers from a telephone book may skip as many as 20% of Minnesota
households. Within each household the particular respondent was determined in a statistically unbiased
fashion. This means that the selection process alternated between men and women and older and younger
respondents. Few substitutions were allowed . In order to reach hard-to-get respondents each number was
called up to five times over different days and times and appointments made as necessary to interview the
designated respondent at her/his convenience. Most calls were made after 5:00 PM weekdays and during the
day on the weekend. Weekday day calls were made as necessary.
In samples of 702 interviews the overall sample error due to sampling and other random effects is
approximately plus/minus 4% (or less) at the 95% level of confidence. This means that if one were to have
drawn 20 samples of the state and administered the same instrument it would be expected that the overall
fin dings would be greater/lesser than 4% only one time in twenty.
However, in all sample surveys there are other possible sources of error for which precise estimates cannot
be calculated. These include interviewer and coder error, respondent misinterpretation, and data entry and
analysis errors. When analysis is made of subsamples such as respondents who are Republicans or
breakdowns by variables such as gender the sample error may be larger.
Even though the demographics of the sample matched census and other known characteristics of the larger
state population very well, the sample may be weighted for sex. As is characteristic of telephone surveys
fema les were slightly oversampled (53 % sample-51 % after weighting). The cooperation rate of the survey
was 62%. This is several percentage points above the average for professional marketing firms. When the
S.C .S.U. Survey does specialized contract surveys we use a smaller, more ski lled group of student
interviewers and the completion rate ranges from 68% to 80+%. Cooperation rate means that once an eligible
househo ld was reached over six of ten respondents agreed to participate in the survey.
Coding of open-ended questions was done by paid coders working with directors. The total survey consisted
of 65 variables. There were two versions of the instrument which differed only in reversing the feeling
thermometer questions and the Republican primary question in order to minimize possible question order
bias. Additional material on the survey's methodology and findings are available by contacting Steve Frank.

THE DIRECTORS ARE MEMBERS OF THE MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION
RESEARCH (M.A.P.O.R.) AND THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH.
THE DIRECTORS SUBSCRIBE TO THE CODE OF ETHICS OF THE A.A.P.O.R.

ST.
CLOUD STATE
UNIVERSITY
207 Administrative Services Bldg.
720 Fourth Avenue South
St. Cloud, MN 56301-4498
Contact: (61 2) 255-3151

Feb. 15, 1996

Advisory
Upcoming SCSU Survey press conferences will cover the results of recent
surveys of Minnesotans concerning their opinions on political candidates,
affirmative action issues and the criminal justice system.
Rating politicians: How do Minnesotans feel about state and national

political figures such as Arne Carlson, Bob Dole and the Clintons? Can
Wellstone retain his Senate seat in November? The SCSU Survey will
present its famous "feeling thermometer" at 10:30 a.m. Friday, Feb. 16,
Room 201, Administrative Services Building, St. Cloud State University.
Affirmative action: Do Minnesotans want to go the way of California when

it comes to affirmative action? What are their views about the various
aspects of this controversial issue? 10 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20. Location to
be announced.

Criminal justice: Has the O.J. trial changed Minnesotans' opinions on the

criminal justice system? 9 a.m. Friday, Feb. 23. Location to be announced.
Contacts: Steve Frank, survey director and SCSU political science professor, 255-4131 ,

SFSURVEY@TIGGER.STCLOUD.MSUS.EDU .
Marsha Shoemaker, news editor, 255-3151 .

SCSU SURVEY RESULTS 2/16/96

[NOTE: SEE ENCLOSED CHARTS AND METHODOLOGY STATEMENT
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AS FOUND IN 1994, MINNESOTANS CONTINUE TO STATE THEY ARE MORE LIKELY VOTE
FOR A DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE FOR CONGRESS FROM THEIR DISTRICT RATHER THAN
A REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE
IN SPITE OF THE RECENT TROUBLES OF SOME MINNESOTA DFL STATE LEGISLATORS,
MINNESOTANS BY A 33% TO 23% MARGIN BELIEVE DEMOCRATS SHOULD MAINTAIN
CONTROL OF THE MN. HOUSE-THIS IS A 9% INCREASE FROM 1992
ON A 0-100 "FEELING THERMOMETER" MINNESOTANS FEEL VERY WARM TOWARD
COLIN POWELL, AND FEEL WARM ABOUT HUBERT H. HUMPRHREY III AND FORMER ST.
PAUL MAYOR LATIMER-NEWT GINGRICH RECEIVES A FAIRLY COLD RATING. MANY
MINNESOTANS DO NOT KNOW OR CAN'T JUDGE JOANNE BENSON OR BERT MCKASY
IN A SUBSAMPLE OF 208 MN. REPUBLICANS RUDY BOSCHWITZ IS THE CLEAR CHOICE
OVER ANY OTHER REPUBLICAN IN A HYPOTHETICAL PRIMARY, BUT MANY AREN'T
READY TO MAKE A DECISION
MINNESOTANS ARE EVENLY DIVIDED OVER WHETHER U.S. SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE
HAS DONE A GOOD ENOUGH JOB TO DESERVE REELECTION-COMPARED TO RESULTS
FOR OTHER U .S. SENATE INCUMBENTS THIS IS ONE OF THE CLOSEST MARGINS IN THE
COUNTRY. HOWEVER, HE RANKS HIGHER THAN HIS CHIEF REPUBLICAN OPPONENTS
ON THE "FEELING THERMOMETER"
ACTUAL QUESTIONS 27.) If the election for the US. Congress were being held today and you could choose between a Democrat, a
Republican and a candidate who belonged to neither political party-do you think you would vote for the Democrat candidate for Congress
in your district, the Republican candidate, or the candidate who belonged to neither party?
1. DEM.
2. REPUBLICAN
3. NEITHER PARTY
4. OTHER-___
8. DK 9. REF.---38.) Thank you . Looking ahead to next November's election in which all members of the Minnesota state house ofrepresentatives will
be elected, which of the following would you like to see happen--the Republicans gain control of the state house, the Democrats maintain
control of the house; or haven't you thought much about this issue
1. REPUB. CONTROL
2. DEM. CONTROL
3. DIVIDED-VOLUNTEERED
4. HAVEN'T THOUGHT MUCH
6. OTHER- _ _ _
8. DON'T KNOW
9. REFUSED
Here's a different kind of question. Please think of a thermometer that has a range of O to l 00 degrees . I'd like you to rate your feelings toward
some of our political leaders and other people who are in the news. Ratings on the thermometer between 50 and 100 degrees mean that you feel
favorable and warm toward the person. Ratings between O and 50 mean that you don't feel too favorable toward the person. Ifwe come to a
person whose name you don't recognize, you don't need to rate that person. Just tell me and we' ll move on to the next one. If you do recognize
the name, but don't feel particularly warm or cold toward the person, you would rate the person at the 50 degree mark. [NO TITLES ARE
EVERY GIVEN]
53.) /FOR REPUBLICANS ONLY}- Up to now-how much attention have you personally been paying to the November 1996 election
for U.S. Senator from Minnesota in which Senator Paul Wellstone will be seeking reelection--have you been paying a great deal of
attention, some attention, or no attention at all?
54.) /FOR REPUBLICANS ONLYJ-Next September there may be a Republican primary election for U .S. Senator. If the primary was
being held today and the candidates were Rudy Boschwitz or Bert McKasy or some other Republican, for whom would you vote?
01. BOSCHWITZ
02. MCKASY
03. H.M. DUPAUL
04. JOHN HERMAN
05. PHIL HERWIG

06. MONTE MORENO

07. STEVEN YOUNG

66. O T H E R - - - - - - - - - -

08. ROY TERWILLIGER

88. DK/WON'T VOTE

99. REF

55.) Do you think U.S. Senator Paul Wellstone deserves to be reelected or do you think someone new deserves a chance?

FEELfNG THERMOMETER- (two enclosed charts) The feeling thermometer is used in a variety of academic
and political surveys and is a useful measure of political attitudes or a predisposition to respond favorably or
negatively. It is very strongly related to voter choice. Often people may lack knowledge of a candidate's party,
ideology, and issue positions but do have a general sense if they like the person or not and this is a key factory in
voting behavior. Breakdowns are available for age, education, occupation, sex, region, party, ideology, religion,
born again Christian or not, education, geographic region, and combined household income. The best indicator of
respondent's rating is their political party affiliation. For example Bill Clinton receives a 72 from those who say
they always/usually vote Democratic but a frigid 29 from Republicans. Rod Grams gets a 60 from Republicans and
a 36 from Democrats. Other factors showing some relationship are political ideology and whether or not
respondents are "born again Christians." Colin Powell, who is included for the fust time, Arne Carlson and H.H.H.
III appear to have the broadest based support. General Powell receives a 63 from Democrats, a 65 from
Republicans and 62 from independents while the Attorney General was rated 68 by Democrats, 47 from
Republicans and 57 from independents.

Some researchers believe a respondent is not perceived warmly until their ratings are into the 70' s. No one has
ever been in this range in the SCSU Survey since the survey began using this measure in the 1988 statewide
survey. Frank believes there may be a regional explanation for this . After all, any group of citizens who regard a 30
degree Fahrenheit temperature as warm probably believe when they give a 50 this is an expression of warmth.
Respondents give Colin Powell a very warm 63 and still feel warmly about Attorney General Humphrey 59 (no
titles are used or given) and he has fairly high recognition (13% said can't judge or don't know). Governor
Carlson's rating has moved down somewhat from 57 last year to 52 (only 4% can't judge or don't know) President
Clinton has increased a bit from 52 to a 53 ( 1% don't know/can't judge). Bob Dole has slipped from a 50 to a 44.
Rudy Boschwitz and Rod Grams are rated lower than is Paul Wellstone who Minnesotans continue to warm up to.
A whopping 77% stated they couldn't judge or didn't know Bert McKasy. For methodological and other reasons
George Latimer is still included and is still perceived warmly with a 55 but his don't know/can't judge are still a
high 34%.
For the first time Hillary Clinton was included and received a somewhat cold 46. In addition to party and ideology
differences there is a marked gender difference. The mean for men is 40 and 52 for women.
WHICH PARTY CANDIDATE FROM YOUR DISTRICT WILL YOU VOTE FOR CONGRESS- As in
past surveys Democrats continue to have an advantage (see chart). What may be encouraging for Democrats is that
independents and political moderates are leaning toward them. They also receive support from 18-24 year olds
(who tend not to play the political game) and more importantly from Minnesotans 45 and older who are more
active political players. Males are almost evenly split while women are more likely to say they will vote
Democratic. Democrats tend to get the nod in most parts of the state except for some outstate areas.
WHAT POLITICAL PARTY SHOULD CONTROL THE MINNESOTA HOUSE- After years of almost
dead heats results for this question Democrats are given a 10% edge (see chart). This may be surprising to some in
light of the troubles some Minnesota DFL state legislators have had. There may be several explanations. First, this
is measuring a fluid opinion which can rapidly change and there is a sample error of approximately+/- 4%.
However, Democrats are seen as better problem solvers on issues of importance to Minnesota. Additionally more
Democratic leaders are perceived warmly than are Republican leaders. More Minnesota adults continue to call
themselves Democrats than Republicans. Many people are unaware of the problems or think all legislators are the
same. Finally, in a series of questions that will be released shortly respondents are much more positive about their
legislators in the state legislature and Congress then they are about other legislators or the collective institutions.
Some of the same demographic patterns that are found in the Congressional question are found for this question.

DOES U.S. SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE DESERVE TO BE REELCTED- (see chart) At first blush the
results indicate the first term Senator is in trouble as 45% say he deserves reelection and 43% state someone new
should be given a chance. Frank has reviewed state polls of other U.S. Senate incumbents and the Senator appears
to have the closest margin on this question. This may be misleading. As the feeling thermometer indicates he is
perceived more warmly then are his leading potential Republican opponents Boschwitz and McKasy. Trial heat
questions in surveys done by others show the Senator with about a 8% margin over former Senator Boschwitz and
20%+ leads over other potential rivals. He predictably receives strong support from Democrats and liberal and
strong opposition from Republicans and conservatives. Political independents are almost evenly split while those
who describe their ideology as moderate lean toward reelection. Additionally, he receives more support from
respondents 45 and older and females. Although the subsample of Iron Range respondents is small there are
indications his support on the Range is not as strong as a DFL office holder could normally expect.
HYPOTHETICAL REPUBLICAN PRIMARY FINDINGS-In a subsample of Republicans, former Senator has
a commanding lead over his most active opponent Bert McKasy. However, a strong plurality of Republicans state
they don't know or mention other candidates which indicates this is a very fluid situation. Only 8% of Republicans
state they are paying a great deal of attention the 1996 Senatorial race while about half claim they are paying some
attention.

FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STATE SURVEYS

Dr. Steve Frank can be reached at (612-255-4131). EMAIL---SFSURVEY@TIGGER.STCLOUD.MSUS.EDU

SCSU SURVEY "FEELING THERMOMETER" RES UL TS
Here's a different kind of question. Please think of a thermometer that has a range of Oto I 00 degrees. Id like you to rate your feelings toward some of our political
leaders and other people who are in the news. Ratings on the thermometer between 50 and I 00 degrees mean that you feel favorable and warm toward the person. Ratings
between 0 and 50 mean that you don't feel too favorable toward the person. Ifwe come to a person whose name you don't recognize. you don't need to rate that person.
Just tell me and we'll move on to the next one. If you do recognize the name. but don't feel particularly arm or cold toward the person. you would rate the person at the 50
degree mark.
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Here's a different kind of question. Please think of a thermometer that has a range of Oto I 00 degrees. Id like you to rate your feelings toward some of our political leaders and
other people who are in the news. Ratings on the thermometer between 50 and I 00 degrees mean that you feel favorable and warm toward the person. Ratings between O and
50 mean that you don't feel too favorable toward the person. If we come to a person whose name you don't recognize, you don't need to rate that person. Just tell me and we'll
move on to the next one. lfyou do recognize the name, but don't feel particularly arm or cold toward the person, you would rate the person at the 50 degree mark.
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SUMMARY OF METHODOLOGY FOR THE WINTER 1995/96 SAINT CLOUD STATE
UNIVERSITY SURVEY
FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STATE SURVEYS
The SCSU Survey is an ongoing survey research arm of the Social Science Research Institute in the College
of Social Sciences at St. Cloud State University. Dr. Steve Frank began the survey in 1980 conducting
several omnibus surveys a year of central Minnesota adults in conjunction with his Political Science classes.
The omnibus surveys are now done once a year but now have primarily a statewide focus. Dr. John Murphy
serves as co.-director along with Frank. Clients can buy into the survey or contract for specialized surveys.
Directors are the survey are Dr. Steve Frank, SCSU Professor of Political Science and Dr. John Murphy,
SCSU Professor of Sociology. Chastidy Anderson serves as senior supervising student director. Ryan
Chadwick, Sarah Riley, Dan Olson and Anita Forst serve as senior directors.
After five or more hours of training and screening about 60 political science and sociology students
conducted the actual interviews. They were monitored by directors. All calls were made from the SCSU
Survey Research Laboratory. The survey was administered between January 27-Febuary 5, 1996.
Several steps were taken to ensure that the telephone sample of Minnesota adults who were eighteen years
of age or older was representative of the larger population. Survey Sampling Inc. of Fairfield, Connecticut
prepared the random digit sample of telephone numbers. Random digit dialing makes available changed,
new, and unlisted numbers. Drawing numbers from a telephone book may skip as many as 20% of Minnesota
households. Within each household the particular respondent was determined in a statistically unbiased
fashion. This means that the selection process alternated between men and women and older and younger
respondents. Few substitutions were allowed. In order to reach hard-to-get respondents each number was
called up to five times over different days and times and appointments made as necessary to interview the
designated respondent at her/his convenience. Most calls were made after 5:00 PM weekdays and during the
day on the weekend. Weekday day calls were made as necessary.
In samples of 702 interviews the overall sample error due to sampling and other random effects is
approximately plus/minus 4% (or less) at the 95% level of confidence. This means that if one were to have
drawn 20 samples of the state and administered the same instrument it would be expected that the overall
findings would be greater/lesser than 4% only one time in twenty.
However, in all sample surveys there are other possible sources of error for which precise estimates cannot
be calculated. These include interviewer and coder error, respondent misinterpretation, and data entry and
analysis errors. When analysis is made of subsamples such as respondents who are Republicans or
breakdowns by variables such as gender the sample error may be larger.
Even though the demographics of the sample matched census and other known characteristics of the larger
state population very well, the sample may be weighted for sex. As is characteristic of telephone surveys
females were slightly oversampled (53% sample-51 % after weighting). The cooperation rate of the survey
was 62%. This is several percentage points above the average for professional marketing firms. When the
S.C.S.U. Survey does specialized contract surveys we use a smaller, more skilled group of student
interviewers and the completion rate ranges from 68% to 80+%. Cooperation rate means that once an eligible
household was reached over six of ten respondents agreed to participate in the survey.
Coding of open-ended questions was done by paid coders working with directors . The total survey consisted
of 65 variables. There were two versions of the instrument which differed only in reversing the feeling
thermometer questions and the Republican primary question in order to minimize possible question order
bias. Additional material on the survey's methodology and findin gs are available by contacting Steve Frank.

THE DIRECTORS ARE MEMBERS OF THE MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION
RESEARCH (M.A.P.O.R.) AND THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH.
THE DIRECTORS SUBSCRIBE TO THE CODE OF ETHICS OF THE A.A.P.O.R.
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Senator Richard Lugar
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US Senate Candidates:

Prominent Minnesotans:

Rudy Boschwitz

Senator Rod Grams
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Deputy Ch<\ir Moonyeen Bongaards
National Committeeman Jack Meeks
National Committeewoman Evie Axdahl

Bert McKasy
Stephen Young
John Herman
Monti Moreno
Roy Tetwilliger
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:Keynote Speaker: Colonel Oliver North;
L-- -------- ~--------------------------J
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Senatox- Bob Dole
Senatox- Richard Lugar
Cohgressman Robex-t Dornan
D.r. Alan Keyes
Lamar Alexander
Pat Buchanan ?

Rudy Boschwitz
Bert McKasy
Stephen Young
John Hannan
Monti Moreno
Roy Terwilliger

Morry Taylor

7th Congressional

Senatox- Rod Gm.ms
Rep. Gil Gutnecht
Rep. Jim Ramstad
Gov. Arne Carl:son
Lt. Gov. Joanne Benson
State Party Chair Chris Oeorgacas
Deputy Chair Moonyeen Bongaards
N a tional Committeeman Jack Meek15
No11tional Committeewoman Evie Axdahl

Presidential Candidates:
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Malcolm Forbes, Jr.
Charles E. Collins

Candid.ates:
Dr. Noel Collis
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Feb.20, 1996

Affirmative action press conference reminder
Today's SCSU Survey press conference will cover the results of recent
surveys of Minnesotans concerning their opinions on affirmative action.
The conference will begin at 1O a.m. in the Itasca Room on the main floor of
St. Cloud State University's Atwood Center.

Friday's SCSU Survey press conference on Minnesotans' opinions about
the criminal justice system will begin at 9 a.m. in the Itasca Room.
Contacts: Steve Frank, survey director and SCSU political science professor, 255-4131 ,
SFSURVEY@TIGGER.STCLOUD.MSUS.EDU .
Marsha Shoemaker, news editor, 255-3151 .

SCSU is an equal opportunity educator and employer.
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[NGfE: SEE ENCLOSED CHARTS AND METHODOLOGY STATEMENT)

MINNESOTANS S Ul'l'OllT THE CALIFORNIA CIVIL RIGHTS INITIATIVE
WHICH WOULD END AFPIRMATIVE ACrION
ACTUAL QUESTION: 10) In 1996, Californians will vole on an initi a tive called the California Civil
Rights Initiative, which would prohibit the state of California and its subdivisions from using race,
color, sex, elh11icily, or 11alional origin to discriminate against, and it would also prohibit preferential
treatment tu a11y i11<livi<lu.1\ or group. If a cunstituliunal amendme11t s imilar to this \<Vere presented to
Minnesota voters, would yu u st1 u11gly suppor t it, somewhat support it, somewhat oppose it, or strongly
oppose it?
l. STRONGLY SUPPORT
2. SOMEWI IAT SUPPORT
3. .SOMEWHAT OPPOSE
8. DON'T KNOW

4. STRONGLY OPPOSE

. 9. REFUSED

Minnesotans strongly support an initiative called the California Civil Rights
Initiative (CCRI), which would essentially eliminate affirmative action. About
three-fourths (73 %) of respondents said that they either strongly support (38%) or
somew hat support (35%) the CCR!. Californians also support this initiative. The
Los Angeles Times conducleJ a similar question in July of 1995 and found similar
results: about 75 percent of CalifQrnians support the CCR!.
!.~

The initiative was formulated by Thomas Wood, the executive director of the
Conservative California As~;ociation of Scholars, and G ylnn Custred, an
anthropology professor al California State University at Hayward. In 1994, CCRI was
introduced in the Stale i\.ssemuly, but this bill died in the Judiciary Committee. This
initiative is expected to be on the November 1996 ballot.
There isn't much variation between demographic groups. However, the
groups more likely to support this initiative tend to be female (83%). However, ·
males still strongly suppurl the CClU (about 73 percent of males support the CCR!).
Although all age groups ten<l to support CCRI, the stronsest supporters is the 25-34
age group (85 %). To co ncluJe, there is overwhelming, widespread support for CCR!
in Minnesota.

MINNES OTANS /\.GREE THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
I JAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL
ACTUAL QUESTION: 11) Do you strongly agree, so mewhat agree, somewh t disagree, or strongly
disagree with the following sta lc111e 11t: Over the past 30 years, U1e civil rights mov emen t has been
mostly successful in achieving its r,oals.
1. STRONGLY AG REE
2. SOME WI lAT AGREE
3. ~
!:WHAT DISAGREE
4. STRONGLY DISAGIZEE

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSED

SCSU is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

For the most part, Minnesotans believe that the civil rights movement has
been mostly successful in achieving its goals. More than seven out of ten (73%)
either strongly agree (12%) or somewhat agree (61 %) with this statement. This data
matches a similar question conducted by the Gallup Poll in November 1994. This
national poll found that 76 percent of respondents believe that the civil rights
movement has been mostly successful in achieving its goals.
Again, there isn't much variation between demographic groups.
Respondents who agree that the civil rights movement has been mostly successful
in achieving its goals tend to be Democrats (83%), and describe their ideology as very
liberal (85%). Conversely, respondents who were less likely to overwhelmingly
agree with this statement tend to describe their ideology as very conservative (53%).
However, a strong majority of Republicans agree with this statement. About 73
percent of Republicans agree with this statement (compared to 83 percent of
Democrats).
Of those respondents who strongly agree that the civil rights movement has
been mostly successful in achieving its goals, about eight out of ten strongly support
the California Civil Rights Initiative. This is about the same for people who
strongly disagree that th civil rights movement has been mostly successful in
achieving its goals; about 78 percent of respondents who strongly disagree with this
statement strongly support the CCRI.
MINNESOTANS AGREE THAT WOMEN RECEIVE JOB OPPORTUNITIES
BECAUSE OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
ACfUAL QUESTION: 12) Do you think women have received employment opportunities because of
affirmative action and not base on their qualifications?
1. STRONGLY AGREE
3. SOMEWHAT AGREE
3. SOMEWHAT DISAGREE
4. STRONGLY DISAGREE

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSED

Just over half of Minnesotans (55%) either strongly agree (16%) or somewhat
agree (39%) that women- receive employment opportunities because of affirmative
action and not based on the· r qualifications.
There wasn't much difference between demographic groups. However,
differences were found in the respondent's education level and the region they
lived in . .Those responden ts with higher education levels are less likely with this
statement. Almost one-half (51 %) of college graduates agree with this statement,
while 66 percent of respondents with a high school education agree. Moreover,
respondents who live in outstate Minnesota are more likely to agree with this
statement. About 64 percent of those respondents living in outstate Minnesota
agree with this statement, while about one-half (53%) of those respondents living in

the seven county metropolitan area agree. On an interesting note, the percentage of
males and females agreeing with this statement was about even. More than onehalf of males (57%) and females (58%) agree with this statement.
MINNESOTANS AGREE THAT AFRICAN-AMERICANS RECEIVE JOB
OPPORTUNITIES BECAUSE OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
ACfUAL QUESTION: 13) Do yo u think.African-Americans have received employment opportunities
because of affirmative action and not based on their qualifications?
1. STRONGLY AGREE
2. SOMEWHAT AGREE
3. SOMEWHAT DISAGREE

4. STRONGLY DISAGREE

8. DON'T KNOW

9. REFUSED

About six out of ten (64%) either strongly agree (20%) or somewhat agree
(44%) that African-Americans have received employment opportunities because of
affirmative action and not based on their qualifications. This is a higher percentage
than the question concerning women, which could indicate that Minnesotans
believe African-Americans rely more on affirmative action to receive employment
opportunities than women do.
Although we did no t look at African-Americans as a subgroup, we would
probably find differences. In 1994, the Times Mirror Center for The People and The
Press asked this question: "We should make every possible effort to improve the
position of blacks and other minorities, even if it means giving them preferential
treatment". This survey found that there were significant gaps in terms of the
respondent's race. Moreover, this survey found that majorities of AfricanAmericans favoring affirmative action policies faced even larger majorities of
whites in opposition. The SCSU Survey found that there isn't much difference
between the demographic groups. Those who consider themselves to be
. conservative tend agree more with this statement. About three-fourths (73%). of
those responden.ts who call themselves conservative agree with this statement,
while about 65 percent of those respondents who call themselves liberal agree with
this statement. There is some differences in terms of education levels. About 65
percent of those respondents with a college education agree with this statement,
compared to 73 percent of those respondents with a high school education.
Furthermore, a 1993 Gallup Poll asked this question: "How often does it
happen these days that a less qualified black person gets a job or promotion only
because of affirmative actim ?" About one-fourth (26%) said it was very likely to
happen, about 56 percent said it happens only now and then, and about one-tenth
(11 %) said it almost never happens.

Americans) believe the civil rights movement has been successful in achieving its
goals and would support eliminating affirmative action.
FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL, AND STATE SURVEYS

Research and survey questions prepared by Chas Anderson and Ryan Chadwick.
Dr. Steve Frank can be reached at (612) 255-4131.EMAIL: SFSURVEY@TIGGER.STCLOUD.MSUS.EDU

Do Minnesotans Agree: Women/African
Amer. Have Received Opportunities
Because of Affir. Action And Not Based On
Their Qualifications
some. agree

39°/o

some. 'isagree
25%

stron. agree some. agree
16%
44%
don't know
4%
stron. disa ree
16%

Women
Source: SCSU Survey 1-2/96 overall n=702

stron. agree
20%

don't know
6%
,
stron. disagree
some. disagree
8%
22%

Af. Amer.

Do Minnesotans Agree: Over The Past 30 Years The Civil Rights - .
Movement Has Been Mostly Successful In Achieving Its Goals

some. agree
61 Ofo

strong agree .
12%

don't know .
5%

str. disagree

901o
. some. disagree
13%
Source: SCSU Survey 1-2/96 overall n=702

Minnesota Support For MN. Constitutional Version of the Cal. Civil ·
Rights Initiative Which Would End Affirmative Action
strong support
38%

don't know
some. support__

701o

35°/o
strong oppose
8%
some. oppose

12%
Source: SCSU Survey 1-2/96 Overall n=702

Do Minnesotans Think It Likely That A White Person Won't Get A : .
Job While An Equally or Less Qualified Minority or Women Gets
One -Instead

51%
50%
40%

30°/o

24%
21% . .

20%

.

,

.

.

..·~:-

/,,

.

4%

10%
0%
very likely

somewhat likely

not very likely

Source: SCSU Survey 1-2/96 overall n=702

don't know

SUMMARY OF METHODOLOGY FOR THE WINTER 1995/96 SAINT CLOUD STATE
UNIVERSITY SURVEY

FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STATE SURVEYS
The SCSU Survey is an ongoing survey r search arm of the Social Science Research Institute in the College
of Social Sciences at St. Cloud State University. Dr. Steve Frank began the survey in 1980 conducting
several omnibus surveys a year of central Minnesota adults in conjunction with his Political Science classes.
The omnibus surveys are now done once year but now have primarily a statewide focus. Dr. John Murphy
serves as co.-director along with Frank. Clients can buy into the survey or contract for specialized surveys.
Directors are the survey are Dr. Steve Frank, SCSU Professor of Political Science and Dr. John Murphy,
SCSU Professor of Sociology. Chastidy Anderson serves as senior supervising student director. Ryan
Chadwick, Sarah Riley, Dan Olson and Anita Forst serve as senior directors.
After five or more hours of training and screening about 60 political science and sociology students
conducted the actual interv iews. They were monitored by directors. All calls were made from the SCSU
Survey Research Laboratory. The survey was administered between January 27-Febuary 5, 1996.
Several steps were taken to ensure that the telephone sample of Minnesota adults who were eighteen years·
of age or older was representative of the larger population. Survey Sampling Inc. of Fairfield, Connecticut
prepared the random digit sample of telephone numbers. Random digit dialing makes available changed,
new, and unlisted numbers. Drawing numbers from a telephone book may skip as many as 20% of Minnesota
households. Within each household the r i.11 ticular respondent was determined in a statistically unbiased
fashion. This means that the selection process alternated between men and women and older and younger
respondents. Few substitutions were all \\ ed. In order to reach hard-to-get respondents each number was
called up to five times over different days and times and appointments made as necessary to interview the
designated respondent at her/his conveni.ence. Most calls were made after 5:00 PM weekdays and during the
day on the weekend. Weekday day calls Wt!re made as necessary.
In samples of 702 interviews the overall s: pie error due to sampling and other random effects is
approximately plus/minus 4% (or less}a Ille 95% level of confidence. This means that if one were to have
drawn 20 samples of the state and admini. 'ered the same instrument it would be expected that the overall .
findings would be greater/ lesser than 4% only one time in twenty.
However, in all sample surveys there are other possible sources of error for which precise estimates cannot
be calculated. These include interviewer and coder error, respondent misinterpretation, and data entry and
analysis errors. When analysis is made of subsamples such as respondents who are Republicans or
breakdowns by variables such as gender 1e sample error may be larger.
Even though the demographics of the s;:1111 Jle matched census and other known characteristics of the larger
state population very well, the sam ple nwy be weighted for sex. As is characteristic of telephone surveys
females were slightly oversampled (53% sample-51 % after weighting). The cooperation rate of the survey
was 62%. This is several percentage point s above the average for professional marketing firms. When the
S.C.S.U. Survey does specialized contract surveys We use a S(!laller, more skilled group of student
interviewers and the completion rate ran rr•s from 68% to 80+%. Cooperation rate means that once an eligible
household was reached over six of ten r r pondents agreed to participate in the survey.
Coding of open-ended questions was do11 by paid coders working with directors. The total survey consisted
of 65 variables. There were two vers ions l•f the instrument which differed only in reversing the feeling
thermometer questions and the Republica11 primary question in order to minimize possible question order
bias. Additional material on the survey's methodology and findings are available by contacting Steve Frank.
THE DIRECTORS ARE MEMBERS F THE MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION
RESEARCH (M.A.P.O.R..) AND THE 1 tERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH.
THE DIRECTORS SUBSCRIBE TO T IE CODE OF ETHICS OF THE A.A.P.O.R.
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Feb.23, 1996

Recent trials shake up Minnesotans' views of criminal justice system
ST. CLOUD, Minn. -- Recent high-profile trials such as that of O.J.
Simpson have left Minnesotans with less faith in the criminal justice system,
according to results released Friday of a recent survey of Minnesotans
conducted by the SCSU Survey, a polling service directed by St. Cloud State
University.
Almost three-quarters of Minnesotans polled said cases such as
Simpson's have shaken their confidence in the American criminal justice
system.
For information contact SCSU Survey Director Steve Frank, 612-2554131.
CONTACT: Marsha Shoemaker, news editor, 255-3151

SCSU is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

SUMMARY OF METHODOLOGY FOR THE WINTER 1995/96 SAINT CLOUD STATE
UNIVERSITY SURVEY
FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STA TE SURVEYS
The SCSU Survey is an ongoing survey research arm of the Social Science Research institute in the College
of Social Sciences ~t St. Cloud State University. Dr. Steve Frank began the survey in 1980 conducting several
omnibus surveys a year of central Minnesota adults in conjunction with his Political Science classes. The
omnibus surveys are now done once a year but now have primarily a statewide focus. Dr. John Murphy serves
as co.-director along with Frank. Clients can buy into the survey or contract for specialized surveys.
Directors are the survey are Dr. Steve Frank, SCSU Professor of Political Science and Dr. John Murphy,
SCSU Professor of Sociology. Chastidy Anderson serves as senior supervising student director. Ryan
Chadwick, Sarah Riley, Dan Olson and Anita Forst serve as senior directors.
After five or more hours of training and screening about 60 political science and sociology students
conducted the actual interviews. They were monitored by directors. All calls were made from the SCSU
Survey Research Laboratory. The survey was administered between January 27-Febuary 5, 1996.
Several steps were taken to ensure that the telephone sample of Minnesota adults who were eighteen years of
age or older was representative of the larger population. Survey Sampling lnc. of Fairfield, Connecticut
prepared the random digit sample of telephone numbers. Random digit dialing makes available changed, new,
and unlisted numbers. Drawing numbers from a telephone book may skip as many as 20% of Minnesota
households. Within each household the particular respondent was determined in a statistically unbiased
· fashion. This means that the selection process alternated between men and women and older and younger
respondents. Few substitutions were allowed. ln order to reach hard-to-get respondents each number was
called up to five times over different days and times and appointments made as necessary to interview the
designated respondent at her/his convenience. Most calls were made after 5:00 PM weekdays and during the
day on the weekend. Weekday day calls were made as necessary.
ln samples of 702 interviews the overall sample error due to sampling and other random effects is
approximately.plus/minus 4 % (or less) at the 95% level of confidence. This means that if one were to have
drawn 20 samples of the state and administered the same instrument it would be expected that the overall
findings would be greater/lesser than 4% ·only one time in twenty.
However, in all sample surveys there are other possible sources of error for which precise estimates cannot be
calculated. These include interviewer and coder error, respondent misinterpretation, and data entry and
analysis errors. When analysis is made of subsamples such as respondents who are Republicans or breakdowns
by variables such as gender the sample error may be larger.
Even though the demographics of the sample matched census and other known characteristics of the larger
state population very well, the sample may be weighted for sex. As is characteristic of telephone surveys
females were slightly oversampled (53% sample-51 % after weighting). The cooperation rate of the survey
was 62%. This is several percentage points above the average for professional marketing firms. When the
S.C.S.U. Survey does specialized contract surveys we use a smaller, more skilled group of student interviewers
and the completion rate ranges from 68% to 80+%. Cooperation rate means that once an eligible household
was reached over six of ten respondents agreed to participate in the survey.
Coding of open-ended questions was done by paid coders working with directors. The total survey consisted
of 65 variables. There were two versions of the instrument which differed only in reversing the feeling
thermometer questions and the Republican primary question in order to minimize possible question order bias.
Additional material on the survey's methodology and findings are available by contacting Steve Frank.

THE DIRECTORS ARE MEMBERS OF THE MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION
RESEARCH (M.A.P.O.R.) AND THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC OPINION
RESEARCH. THE DIRECTORS SUBSCRIBE TO THE CODE OF ETHICS OF THE A.A.P.O.R.

If MN. Adults Were A Juror In A Criminal Trial Would They Be
More Willing To Believe .The Testimony .Of A· Police Officer Or
Someone Who Is Not A Police Officer

believe police officer

31%:
more willing to believe non police officer

27% :
depends

7%
_don't know
0%
Source: SCSU Survey 1-2/96 overall n=702

20%

40%

60%

80°/o

100%

Is It Worse To _C onvict An Innocent Person or Let A Guilty Person ·
· Go Free
convict innocent

a2°1o

don't know/0th
12%

let guilty go free
26%
Source: SCSU Survey 1-2/96 overall n=702

MN. Adults Agree With Statement: All People Accused Of A
Crime Are Innocent Until Proven Guilty

65%:
strong. agree
23%
some. agree

ao1o
some. disagree

'

.

'
'

2%
strong. disagree
2%
don't know
0%

10%

20%

30%

Source: SCSU Survey 1-2/96 overall n=702
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How Have Trials Such As The O.J. Simpson Case Affected MN.
Views On Criminal Justice System
shaken
72%

don't know
3%

no effect
19%
restored
6%
Source: SCSU Survey 1-2/96 overall n=702

is worse to convict an innocent person. A slightly higher percentage of males
(75%) believe that it is worse to convict an innocent person compared to females
(67%). ·
Of those respondents with a college degree, about eight out of ten (82%)
believe it is worse to convict an innocent person compared to 64 percent of
those respondents with a high school education.

MINNESOTANS ARE FAIRLY EVEN IN BELIEVING THE TESTIMONY OF A
POLICE OFFICER OVER THAT OF ANOTHER WITNESS
ACTUAL QUESTION: If you were a juror on a criminal trial, would you be more willing to believe
the testimony of a poli_ce officer than that of another witness who is not a police officer?
1. Yes, more willing to believe a police officer
2. No, more willing to believe a person who is not a police officer
3. Depends of situation
4. Don't know
5. Refused

Minnesotans only slightly believe the testimony of a police officer than
that of another witness who is not a police officer. Thirty-five percent (35%) of
the respondents said they were more likely to believe a police officer, whereas
thirty-one percent (31 %) said they are more willing to believe a person who is
not a police officer. It should be noted that a little over one quarter (27%) said it
depends on the situation. This same question was asked in a 1993 Gallup Poll
and reported that forty-five (45%) percent of Americans would be more willing to
believe the testimony of a police officer.
Those respondents with a college degree were more likely to believe the
testimony of a police officer. A large minority (44%) of those respondents with a
college education would believe the testimony of a police officer while a little
over one quarter (27%) would believe the testimony of someone who is not a
police officer. Of the respondents with a high school education, about one-third
(31 %) would believe a police officer while 40 percent would believe some else.
CONCLUSION
Generally speaking, most Minnesotans view of the Criminal Justice
system Minnesota have been shaken since cases such as the O.J. Simpson
case, even though they agree that all people accused of a crime are innocent
until proven guilty. A majority of the people in this state agree that it is worse to
convict an innocent person than to let a guilty person go free, especially among
very liberal persons and college graduates. Finally, Minnesotans are fairly
evenly divided in believing the testimony of a police officer over that of another
witness.
FIFTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE IN CONDUCTING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STATE SURVEYS

Research and survey questions prepared by Anita M. Forst
Dr. Steve Frank can be reached at (612)255-4131.
EMAIL: SFSURVEY@TIGGER.STCLOUD.MSUS.EDU

SCSU SURVEY RESULTS 2/23/96

[NOTE: SEE ENCLOSED CHARTS AND METHODOLOGY STATEMENT]

MINNESOTANS VIEWS OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM HAVE BEEN
SHAKEN BECAUSE OF TRAILS SUCH AS THE O.J. SIMPSON CASE
ACTUAL QUESTION· In trials such as the O.J. Simpson case, how has it affected your view on
the Criminal Justice system? Has it:
1. Shaken my faith in the Justice System 2. Restored my faith in the Justice System
3. Had no effect
4. Don't Know
5. Refused

Minnesotans views of the Criminal Justice System have been shaken as a
result of cases such as the 0.J. Simpson trial. Almost three-fourths (72%) of
the respondents said that the Simpson case has shaken their faith in the Justice
System. A similar question was asked in a September 1995 CBS News Poll
and almost fifty percent (50%) of Americans said they have .little to no
confidence in the American Criminal Justice System.

MINNESOTANS AGREE THAT ALL PEOPLE ACCUSED OF A
CRIME ARE INNOCENT UNTIL PROVEN GUILTY
A_CTUAL QUESTION· Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly
disagree with the following statement--AII people accused of a crime are innocent until proven
guilty?
1. Strongly agree
2. Somewhat agree
3. Somewhat disagree
4. Strongly disagree
5. Don't know
5. Refused

Minnesotans agree with the basic premise that all people accused of a
crime are innocent until proven guilty. About two thirds (65%) strongly agree
with this statement and nearly one quarter (23%) somewhat agree. A 1993
Gallup Poll found different results. They found that Americans rejected the
basic premise of a defendant being innocent until proven guilty and that the
burden of proof lies on the defendant.

ONE QUARTER OF MINNESOTANS BELIEVE IT IS WORSE TO LET A
GUILTY PERSON GO FREE THAN TO CONVICT AN INNOCENT PERSON
ACTUAL QUESTION· Which of the following do you think is worse? To convict an innocent
person or to let a guilty person go free?
1. Convict innocent
2. Let guilty go free
3. Don't know/other
4. Refused

About six out of ten (62%) Minnesotans believe it is worse to convict an
innocent person than to let a guilty person go free, whereas a little over one
quarter (26%) of the respondents believed it would be worse to let a guilty
person go free. A similar question asked in a 1993 The Gallup Poll indicated
that only four out of ten (41 %) of Americans agree that it is better for society to
let some guilty people go free than to risk convicting innocent people.
Of those Minnesotans who think of themselves as being very liberal, eight
out of ten (80%) believe it is worse to convict an innocent person. About 65
percent of Minnesotans who describe themselves as very conservative believe it

